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Kathy Willette Honored at the 2014  
San Diego Hall of Champions Annual Dinner

On November 12, 2014, the San Diego Hall of Champi-
ons held their annual dinner honoring CIF High School 
Coaching Legends and presenting the Bob Breitbard 

Meritorious Achievement Award. YTSD Past President and 
 After School Tennis founder, Kathy Willette, received the pres-
tigious Breitbard award. This award was given to Kathy for her 
years of commitment to the children of San Diego.

Kathy grew up playing tennis in San Diego. She devel-
oped her game at Morley Field and moved on to become a #1 
 nationally ranked Junior Player and in 1961 was a Wimbledon 
Junior Finalist. Kathy attended San Diego State University and 
became a kindergarten teacher. Kathy was very involved in the 
education and sport community and found a way to combine 
these two loves to benefit the children she nurtured.

Kathy served on the YTSD Board 
for years and in 1989 developed 
the After School Tennis program 
which now serves thousands of 
children throughout San Diego 
County. Kathy was the co-chair of 
the capital campaign to construct 
the Barnes Tennis Center and then 
spent years volunteering to ensure 
the organization’s success. Kathy is 
a spokesperson for all that is good 
about sports and education, and 
has had a great influence on the San 
Diego Community for over 50 years. Congratulations Kathy!

If you haven’t been to the tennis center lately, you may 
not have seen some of the changes taking place. We are 
very excited to welcome Darren Miller on board as the 
Barnes Tennis Center Program & Facility Director. Darren 
comes to us from the Westlake Village area and recently 
moved to Coronado with his wife and 3 boys. Darren has 
extensive knowledge in managing tennis facilities of all 
kinds. Darren was born in South Africa and moved to the 

United States at age 12. He became a top ranked junior player in Southern 
California and the nation. He went on to play under Billy Martin at UCLA 
for four years. For the past 15 years Darren has focused his efforts on growing 
programs at all of the facilities he has managed. Darren is now ready to take 
Barnes  Tennis Center to the next level. Darren’s main goal is to simply make 
Barnes Tennis Center the best overall facility in the country for juniors as well 
as adults! Darren truly believes that the one component to a successful facil-
ity is and always will be FUN. He has many exciting changes in the works, so 
please stay tuned for all the details.

We have jumped into 2015 launching our new website. If you haven’t 
 already, go to www.barnestenniscenter.com and check out the new look. 

Come by and say Hello to Darren. He would love to meet you all.

A Warm Welcome to Darren Miller,  
Our New Program & Facility Director

Kathy Willette receiving 
award from Mimi Test.
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I have been asked a number of times, 
“What is the difference between 
Youth Tennis San Diego (YTSD) and 

the Barnes Tennis Center?” Or more to 
the point—what does YTSD have to do 
with the Barnes Tennis Center? A quick, 
one sentence answer is: Youth Tennis 
San  Diego is a (501)(c)(3) non-profit or-
ganization that owns and operates the 
Barnes  Tennis Center. 

The Barnes Tennis Center is a beauti-
ful facility with 23 hard courts, two clay 
courts, classrooms, locker rooms, pro 
shop, and banquet facilities. “Barnes” is 
funded and operated by YTSD and is a 
safe haven for all youth, where they are 
exposed to not only the game of tennis, 
but the ideals of health and fitness and 
the value of education.

So, it’s not so confusing; but it is more 
complicated. YTSD does not just oper-
ate the Barnes Tennis Center and teach 
tennis classes. Youth Tennis San Diego 
focuses on developing well-rounded, 
suc cessful young people. We have been 
nationally recognized since 1953 for pro-
viding creative program solutions to chal-
lenges facing the youth of San Diego. We 

do this through extensive programming 
with a larger mission than to just produce 
the next Wimbledon  champion.

YTSD provides equipment needed 
for success both on and off the court. 
Through our After School Tennis Pro-
gram (AST), over 10,000 students have 
been given rackets, balls, and tennis 
gear to make it possible, regardless of 
income, to learn and play tennis. YTSD 
partners with local schools, park and 
recreation sites, and other clubs provid-
ing over 100 classes to juniors through-
out the  community.

A comprehensive, educational out-
reach program with emphasis on reading 
was recently implemented at the Barnes 
Tennis Center. The program is available 
to any youngster in the community. Stu-
dents split their time between the educa-
tion room and on court. After tennis, ju-
niors are given 30 minutes of work time 
where they can choose to read, com-
plete homework, or share their thoughts 
about the book they are reading. 

A new tennis and education program 
for preschool aged children was added to 
the education division. Three to five year 

olds are in a classroom for two hours, 
and then on court learning first lessons 
in sports for an hour. The Junior Aces 
program classes are always looking for 
new participants to join in this wonder-
ful “preschool.”

Our focus is to nurture the whole 
child, using the fun and excitement of 
tennis as the carrot for improving educa-
tional skills and growing into a success-
ful person. 

Tennis at the Barnes Center is burst-
ing at the seams. Every afternoon our 
courts are full. We are expanding adult 
programming during the hours that 
most students are in school; but once 
the school bell rings, our tennis classes, 
camps, tournaments, and interscholas-
tic matches make Barnes the busiest 
tennis center in San Diego. We coach 
and train our players in the game of 
tennis, as well as the basics of nutrition, 
fitness, and sportsmanship. 

We are always looking for champions 
both on and off the court. Nothing is 
 accomplished alone. That’s why we have 
both YTSD and the Barnes Tennis Cen-
ter—and it’s really not confusing at all.

My Point 
By Kerry Blum, Executive Director, YTSD

Youth Tennis San Diego – Who are you? What are you? 
Barnes Center – Who are you? What are you?

The popular Barnes Cups are back 
for 2015! These are Novice and In-
termediate level round robin tourna-
ments and are perfect for the player 
looking to get into tournament play 
in a relaxed setting . 

Please visit our website (www .
barnestenniscenter .com) to sign up 
or contact our Programs & Facility 
Director, Darren Miller, at dmiller@
ytsd .org . 

Barnes Cup 
Dates for the 
Barnes Cup  
Tournaments
•  Feb 28
•  Mar 15
•  May 3
•  July 26 
•  Aug 30
•  Sep 20
•  Nov 1
•  Dec 20

REMINDER:  The next Financial Assistance and  
College Scholarship Application deadline is April 30, 
2015 . The College Scholarship application is open  
to all graduating high school seniors who reside in  
San Diego County .  Applications for both are available  
on our website at www .barnestenniscenter .com .

College Scholarship  
and Financial  
Assistance  
Opportunities..
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This year ushers in some big changes 
in Southern California tournaments, 
which will affect all players—Open, 
satellite and novice. In the past, sepa-
rate rankings were posted online for 
satellite and Open players. This will 
no longer be true. Now there will be 
only one ranking list for each age  
division. If you are a novice or satellite 

player, you read about changes in eligibility in order to play 
in those level tournaments. Remember, it is the player’s re-
sponsibility to know the rules and to be sure they are entering 
the correct level tournament. For complete information, go to  
scta.usta.com and under “Youth Tennis,” click “Novice and 
Satellite Tournaments” and then click “2015 Novice and Satel-
lite Eligibility Rules.”

In the past, in San Diego, most Open tournaments were 
either level 4 or 5. This will continue, but players should be 
aware that level 4 tournaments will give them more ranking 
points than level 5 tournaments. Satellite tournaments will 
all be considered level 6 tournaments and will also give some 
ranking points. (No ranking points will be awarded to novice 
tournaments, which will now be called level 7 events.)

What this means to the tournament player is that players 
enter ing level 4 tournaments can expect a slightly higher cali-
ber of player than at a level 5 tournament, although there are 
no restrictions on who can enter a level 4 or 5. The Harper Ink 
(in March) and the Esmé Pearson (in May) are the only two 
San  Diego tournaments that are level 3. They give the most 
ranking points.

To find out how many ranking points the various tourna-
ments award, go to scta.usta.com and under “Youth Tennis” 
refer to the “Points per Round” chart. For example, points 
for winner and finalist in a level 3 tournament are 600/450; 
 level 4, 240/180; level 5, 120/90; and level 6, 20/15.

I want to share a letter I received from a parent, whose child 
played in the Todd Short Memorial Open this summer. Each 
year, Melanie and Bill Silva (sponsors of the tournament, along 
with Angel Lopez) come to watch matches all week and to 
cheer on the players. The parent wrote, “Needless to say, my 

daughter was exhausted and just a little sad to have lost after 
playing a very long match. In the third set it went to a tiebreak 
and she came back from 0-6 to tie it back at 6-6 and then fell 
short by two points to lose. However, at the end of her match 
two ‘angels’ (Melanie and Bill) came up to her, and they ap-
plauded her will to stay in the game. Melanie’s words were so 
comforting and so loving that it made my daughter feel like 
a real champion. Please let Melanie and Bill know that they 
made the biggest difference on how my daughter responded to 
her loss. I had told them that she was going to her first home-
coming dance that night and I want them to know that she 
went with an extra bounce to her step! The ride back home was 
joyful and I owe it to their very optimistic view on how she 
played the game. Please let them know that I say, ‘Thank You!’”

Can there be any bigger reward to a sponsor than know-
ing their presence made such an impact? If you are interest-
ed in becoming a tournament sponsor, please contact me at 
 barnescenter@yahoo.com. The next Open tournament will be 
the 81st Harper Ink Tournament (at present, it has no spon-
sor). This is a huge, prestigious tournament that attracts play-
ers from throughout Southern California. Because of its size, 
alternate sites are used. At the conclusion of the tournament, 
an award is given to a San Diego player who exhibits exem-
plary sportsmanship. 

Last year, the winner was Billy Rowe (Coronado High 
School) and two years ago, Taylor Fritz received the honor. 
Taylor, from Rancho Santa Fe, has begun 2015 with a bang! At 
the $15,000 Futures in Los Angeles, where he was a wild card 
entrant, he reached the semifinal. He defeated the #1 seed in 
the first round!

Other San Diego players with outstanding recent successes 
include the following: At Winter Nationals in Phoenix, un-
seeded Alafia Ayeni was the finalist in the Boys 18; in Boys 
16, Timothy Sah was third and Jacob Brumm was fourth; 
in Girls 16, unseeded Nicole Mossmer reached the quarter-
finals; in Tucson, Cali Jankowski was the Girls 14 winner. 
At the First Annual Henry Talbert in Palm Desert in January, 
Britt Pursell was the finalist in Girls 14, Nicole Mossmer 
was final ist in Girls 16 and Jessica Failla was the winner in 
Girls 18. Congratulations to all!

Tournament Director’s Report By Anne Podney

San Diego Players Finding Success on the Road . . .

 Timothy Sah Nicole  Mossmer Cali Jankowski Britt Pursell Jacob Brumm Jessica Failla Alafia Ayeni
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Happy New Year from AST!

YTSD kindly thanks our wonderful sponsors, coaches and volunteers for their 
continued support with After School Tennis (AST). 2014 proved to be another 
wonderful year for our AST program. Because of generous donations and dedi-

cated coaches, we were able to continue with our current programs throughout the 
San Diego community, and grow six new sites. All AST programs are low cost to the 
participants, and help fulfill our mission of encouraging youth participation, personal 
integrity, leadership, and competitive spirit in a friendly environment. 

New AST sites in 2014 include: Carlton Hills K-8 (Santee), Colina Del Sol Recre-
ation Center (City Heights), Lindbergh Schweitzer Elementary School (Clairemont 
area), Innovation Middle School (Clairemont area), Tierrasanta Elementary, and Lake-
side Middle School.

With two additional sites already added this January ( Cabrillo Elementary and City 
Heights Prep), we look forward to another great year of AST, and appreciate your sup-
port by allowing us to bring the joy of tennis to juniors throughout the community! 

For more information on AST please contact Lindsey  Vosburgh, Program Coordi-
nator at (619) 221-9000 x104 or lvosburgh@ytsd.org.

After School Tennis 
Singles  Tournament

Cabrillo Elementary School – Instructor Winston Strozier

Innovation Middle School – Instructors Djori Weekes and Mr. Vosburgh

AST Singles Tournament - Trophy Winners

Juniors participating in our  After 
School Tennis (AST) program through-
out the community were invited to the 
Barnes Tennis Center on December 
20th for a FREE Singles Tournament . 
Over 40 elem entary and middle school 
students joined us for the fun . Par-
ticipants in the tournament spent the 
morning playing a round robin style 
format;  for  many  this  was  their  “first 
ever” tournament. All first and second 
place winners were awarded a  trophy . 
All trophies used for the AST Program 
have been donated by friends of YTSD . 
If you are interested in donating 
your trophies, please contact Lindsey 
 Vosburgh at  (619) 221-9000 x104 or 
 lvosburgh@ytsd .org .

Holiday Camp 
Holiday Camp was a great success this 
year. The days were a little sporadic due 
to Christmas and New Year’s, but it was 

great to see tons of kids enjoying 
their break. We hosted over 35 
kids each day and all partici-
pants had the best time im-

proving their game.

Spring Break Tennis & Sports Camp
Our Spring Break Camps this Spring will run from March 30 – April 3, and April 6 – 
April 10. We will offer a full day as well as a half day option for kids of all ages and 
abilities. This year, we are planning to incorporate other fun activities besides tennis 
such as basketball, wall ball, capture the flag, and 
more! We will also be offering early and late care 
to accommodate those parents that have to head 
into work. Stay tuned for more details or email 
dmiller@ytsd.org with questions or comments.
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2015 JUNIOR ACES PROGRAM CLASSES

DAYS HOURS COST

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:30 am to 12:30 pm $395/month
Tuesday, Thursday  9:30 am to 12:30 pm $265/month

Junior Aces
Tennis and Education Program for  
Preschool-Age Children at Barnes Tennis Center

The Junior Aces program, held in 
the Booth Education Center at the 
Barnes Tennis Center, fosters a love 

of learning while emphasizing the ben-
efits of wholesome eating and physical 
fitness—guiding children to making pos-
itive choices for an inquiring, healthy, 
and active life!

The Junior Aces Program for ages 3-5 
is based on the philosophy of learning 
through movement. Our program em-
phasizes kinesthetic learning through 
multisensory experiences. By combining 
structured, academic learning and active 
play we build a foundation of academic 
and physical excellence in the young 
child. Our ideal teacher to child ratio 

allows for comprehensive problem solv-
ing in an environment that values indi-
vidual social, emotional, cognitive and 
physical growth and builds a respectful, 
friendly community.

In the classroom, children explore, 
investigate, and create with a range of 
developmental appropriate activities. We 
believe that all children learn differently 
and we provide opportunities for each 
child to learn through instruction, play, 
song, movement and practice. 

On the tennis court, children partici-
pate in the first lessons in tennis through 
drills, games and teamwork. Program is 
month to month. Class days, times and 
fees are listed below.              

Junior Team Tennis 
by Lexi Provancha

Our Fall Junior Team Tennis (JTT) league 
just ended and had over 60 participants 
on seven different teams. JTT brings 
 junior players together and gives them 
a fun opportunity to enjoy camarade-
rie and teamwork, while also learning 
match strategies. The goal of JTT is to 
learn about how the game is played and 
how players can improve their game—
win or lose. 

 JTT is designed for kids ages 5-18 and 
all skill levels. The spring season begins 
in late February or early March. If you are 
interested please contact Lexi Provancha 
at lexi.provancha@gmail.com. 

Congratulations to the 10-Adv. Barn-
zees! They represented San Diego at the 
2014 Fall Junior Team Tennis Sectional 
Tennis Championship at Indian Wells 
Tennis Garden on January 10th and 
11th. A great time was had by all.

I would like to give a special thanks to 
all of our JTT coaches, parents, and players 
who helped make this season a success. 

Join the Fun Today! 
Please contact us for further information, 619.221.9000,  Megan Crim, Education 
 Coor dinator at mcrim@ytsd.org or Lindsey Vosburgh at lvosburgh@ytsd.org 

Lobby Expansion
We are very excited about the expansion of our lobby area . Please stop by on 
your way to, or after tennis, to relax and see your favorite pro on the wall! This 
area is a great place to unwind between matches, read a tennis article, watch 
some of the Tennis Channel or just rejuvenate . We hope to see you here soon .

2015 Junior Tennis  
Awards Banquet
On behalf of our junior players, their 
families, coaches and friends we 
invite you to attend this special eve-
ning . San Diego junior players will 
be recognized for their participation, 
 efforts, and sportsmanship .

Sunday, April 26
6:00 – 8:00 pm

RESERVE BY APRIL 20:

$15 Juniors, $20 Adults

COST AFTER APRIL 20:

$17 Juniors, $22 Adults

Contact Calla at cvastola@ytsd .org 
or  619.221.9000  to  reserve  your 
spot today . Show your support; join 
us to celebrate these wonderful 
 junior players . The Awards Banquet 
is brought to you by the YTSD Junior 
Player Council .
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In their fourth final in as many years, the Canyon Crest Acad-
emy Girls tennis team, at long last, won their first CIF Team 
Championship by defeating Bishop’s Knights in a tense, 

hard-fought Division 1 battle by a score of 10-8.
The Ravens were deservingly jubilant in being able to secure 

the title as this would be the last chance seniors Popa, Madison, 
and Scarano would have in bringing home the top prize and 
earning a banner for the school gym.

In post-season play, the Lady Ravens swept through Patrick 
Henry HS, Coronado HS, and Westview HS on their road to the 
final. Coach Larry Belinsky gave his team much praise and cred-
it for being focused and steadfast throughout the competition. 
“They never lost sight of the prize in front of them,” he said.  
“I am SO happy for them,” he added.  

SINGLES: Hannah Zhao, Torrey Pines def Kelsey Chen, Torrey Pines 
7-6 (5), 6-2.  DOUBLES: Schwab-Wang, Torrey Pines def McGinnis-
Tran, La Jolla Country Day 6-3 6-2

Thank you Francis Parker! 
YTSD kindly thanks the Francis Parker Girls Tennis Team for 
their continued commitment in volunteering at our After 
School Tennis (AST) events. The girls recently joined us for 
our annual AST Doubles Tournament, held here at the Barnes 
Tennis Center on Saturday, January 24th. As volunteers they 
worked on court keeping score, encouraging the juniors to play 
hard, and at times even stepped in to aid as a doubles partner. 
We had over 30 AST juniors join us in the fun! The day consist-
ed of a round robin, non-elimination style tournament. Tro-
phies were awarded to all first and second place winning teams 
and fun was had by all. Thank you to everyone who helped to 
make the day a huge success.

Volunteers for these events are always appreciated. For more 
information please contact Lindsey Vosburgh, AST Coordinator at 
lvosburgh@ytsd.org or (619) 221-9000 x104.

YTSD Foundation Board Member   Coaches Lady Ravens  
to First Girls Tennis CIF TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP

AST Doubles trophy winners with Francis Parker volunteers.

Junior Player Council 2015
The Junior Player Council is a committee of high  
school students whose purpose is to impact and  
educate the youth of San Diego through organized 
 tennis activities and service projects . These projects 
will help the San Diego youth become more involved 
and enthusiastic about the game of tennis . The 
Council is involved in helping with the After School 
Tennis Program, volunteering at tournaments, and 
is responsible for organizing and staging the annual 
Junior Awards Banquet where players are recognized 
for achievement and sportsmanship . 
2015 junior council members include: Sam Hum, 

Kylee Hum, Alexandra Kuo, Chloe Kuo, Kelsey Chen, 
Abby Valera, Alexa Meyer, Riley Vickers and Jack 
 Hogan, along with adult advisors Gigi Kuo and Lori 
 Faierman . We sincerely thank them for all their hard 
work and dedication, it is much appreciated . 

FUNdraising Adult Tournament
Barnes Tennis Center will be hosting an Ad-In Doubles Round 
Robin Tournament on Thursday, February 26th at 9:00 am.  
All proceeds will benefit our After School Tennis Program. 

The discounted entry fee for a current/registered Ad-In 
 player is $20 per person ($40 per team.) The fee for a non-
registered player is $25 per person ($50 per team.) 

There are two divisions: A (4.0-3.5) & BB (3.5-3.0) 
This tournament is sponsored by Ammy Provancha and the 

Barnes Tennis Center. Please join us for some FUN tennis, food, 
Sangria, and a special opportunity drawing!

Stop by the Pro Shop to register, or email Jenni (jmyers@

ytsd.org) for an entry form.
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The Barnes Center welcomed teams from all around San Diego County on January 24 to participate in a fun 
World Team Tennis (WTT) format competition, a structure that is suited perfectly for High School kids . 
The CIF/WTT Winter League is the first coed tennis program of its kind for high school tennis players, and 

is conducted by the area’s High School coaches . With cheering and active coaching encouraged, the kids 
 really had a ball!

We’re excited to continue with this wonderful WTT High School tennis tradition at the Barnes Tennis Center!

Participants in the 2015 World Team Tennis High School Festival from Cathedral Catholic High, Helix High, Fallbrook High, San Ysidro High, 
Mount Miguel High, Patrick Henry High, Valhalla High, University City High, and Point Loma High.

World Team Tennis High School Festival a Blast 

NEW in the Pro Shop!
HEAD presents new Graphene XT Speed Racquet Line. Recom-
mended by the world’s number 1 tennis player Novak  Djokovic, 
the new Graphene XT Speed racquet line combines an iconic 
new design and the improved Graphene XT technology into 
one speedy package. The Graphene XT Speed racquets feature 
the next generation of the revolutionary Graphene technol-
ogy, which is based on the use of graphene, the strongest yet 
lightest material in the world. With its benefits in mind, the 
updated technology Graphene XT now features a 30% stron-

ger material structure that has been engineered to 
optimize the racquet’s weight distribution to where 
players need it most. As a result, racquets with 
 Graphene XT feature a 10% better energy transfer 
for a higher ball speed and faster game.

The new Head Speed MPA and Speed Rev Pro are 
now available for purchase and demo at the Barnes 

Tennis Center Pro Shop. 

Sale Price: $189.00+tax
Includes free string & labor (up to a $35 value).

Adult Program Opportunity

Have you heard of our new Friends of the Facility Adult 
Program? This is a great opportunity for adults to get 
more involved at the Barnes Tennis Center by “Buying a 

spot to help give kids a shot!” For a $100 reoccurring monthly 
(tax deductible) donation an adult would receive the following:

•	 One free adult clinic per week (pick your spot, first come 
first serve basis)…. $100 value!

•	 No court fees! Court availability Monday through Friday, 
until 3:00 p.m.

•	 20% discount on merchandise and accessories in our  
Pro Shop (excludes sale items)

•	 20% discount on stringing and racket services

•	 Complimentary In-House League (one spot  
per donation)….approximate value $35 per month  
(excludes Ad-In)

•	 Discounts on social activities including mixers,  
Round Robins, etc.

Please contact Darren for more information, dmiller@ytsd.org.
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Our Mission:
Youth Tennis San Diego is a non-profit 
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the educational, physical and social  
development of all youth through orga-
nized  tennis and educational activities .
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Calendar of Events
February
7-8, 14-15 San Diego 

 Metropolitan Open
14 Happy Valentine’s Day!
16 President’s Day
28 Barnes Cup

March
7 AST World TeamTennis
15 Barnes Cup
17 Happy St . Patrick’s Day
20-22, 27-29 81st Annual  

Harper Ink
30-April 3 Spring Break Camp

April
3-5 Dr . John Sheposh Satellite
5 Happy Easter!
11-12, 18-19 Maureen 

 Connolly Open
15 Tax Day
26 Junior Awards Banquet

May
2 AST Field Day and Barnes Bash
3 Barnes Cup
15-17, 23-24 Esmé Pearson 

 Memorial Open
25 Memorial Day
30-31 YTSD Spring Novice

Happy Easter!

7th Annual Barnes Bash 
Hit-A-Thon for Kids

Save the Date!
Saturday, May 2
1:00 – 4:00pm

San Diego juniors will learn 
about exercise, healthy 

choices, community spirit, and 
have a unique opportunity to help 
raise funds for all Youth Tennis  
San Diego (YTSD) Programs . Pro-
ceeds from pledges, corporate 
sponsorships and donations benefit 
YTSD for junior programs, equip-
ment, tournament scholarships,  
and financial assistance.

The top three pledge earners will 
receive a session scholarship to One 
Barnes Tennis Academy Program or 
One Week of Summer Camp! 

Check our website and Facebook 
page for Barnes Bash updates!


