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11th Annual BARNES BASH and Ball Drop

The Barnes Bash on May 25th in-
cluded nearly 100 San Diego juniors 
celebrating Youth Tennis San Diego. 

Over 2400 tickets were sponsored for the 
Ball Drop. These donations benefit YTSD 
for junior programs, equipment, scholar-
ships, and financial assistance. 

Juniors from all over San Diego were 
welcomed on Stadium Court to this free 

community event. They started the fun 
by rotating courts experiencing drills, 
games, and meeting new friends. The 
event concluded with the Ball Drop 
followed by free time on the inflatable 
double slide. Congratulations to Kate 
Prichard whose ball landed ON the 
marked target, making her the recipi-
ent of $250—as well as selling the most 

tickets (1007) and receiving One Barnes 
Academy Program Session! 

Congratulations to our prize drawing 
winners Mikaela M, Gemma, Claire U, 
Langston C, Eloise M, and Teagan M.

Thank you to our dedicated volun-
teers who helped make this community 
event a day to remember.
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A tennis match usually means a win-
ner and a loser. However, we have 
a program that is a win-win match 

between YTSD and San Diego schools. 
This past school year we brought stu-
dents to the Barnes Center for an inno-
vative Field Trip program. 

Over a thousand students participat-
ed during our first year. We concentrated 
on K - fifth grade, but also included a day 
with local middle schools. YTSD pros 
coached using USTA Quick Start, Ten 
and Under Tennis Guidelines, as well as 
other age appropriate instruction. 

The results were extraordinary. Those 
of us involved in tennis find it hard 
to imagine a child who has not held a 
racket or been on a tennis court. How-
ever, I would estimate that for every 250 
students we brought from the classroom 
to Barnes, probably 175 of them had 
never been on a tennis court or held a 
tennis racket. Finally, we are getting the 
children to the court that would never 
be brought by their parents. Even bet-
ter—the kids were asking their parents 
to bring them to Barnes for more! YTSD 
received wonderful feedback such as the 
following email: 

“Dear Barnes Tennis Center Coaches and 
Staff, My daughter Tanyi came home from 
her Field Trip at the Barnes Center with a 
new found love of TENNIS! We never really 
considered tennis for her, but are thrilled 
with the results of the field trip. Tanyi said 
how much she loved the coaches, especially 
coach Juan! Now, we’re totally looking for-
ward to Summer Tennis Camp! What a 
pleasant surprise!” 

My Point 
By Kerry Blum, Executive Director, YTSD

Barnes Tennis Center Field Trip Program
While our nationally acclaimed  

After School Tennis (AST) program 
reaches over 10,000 students a  
year, it has always served as  
an introduction to tennis,  
especially to students in  
low-income areas;  
but it has never  
been a showcase  
for transitioning  
players into our  
performance pro- 
grams. There has 
always been a gap link between our com-
munity outreach mission and our ability 
to develop competitive champions. The 
Field Trip program is proving to be dif-
ferent. Field Trip students are returning 
to Barnes to sign up for our classes where 
we hope they will continue to train as 
well as compete. We had 120 Field Trip 
students sign up for either summer camp 
or one of our other programs. 

The Field Trip program utilizes the 
down time on our courts. Every week-
end is booked with tournaments. Every 
afternoon the courts are completely 
filled with our classes and clinics. How-
ever, in the morning and at mid-day, we 
can put hundreds of kids on the courts, 
hoping to grow the game of tennis. In 
addition to instruction, drills, and hit-
ting for prizes, the students are evaluat-
ed using USTA Talent ID. We are able to 
help identify potentially talented play-
ers and help connect them with USTA 
support programs.

I have recently served on two USTA 
National Junior Committees and have 
been Executive Director for over fifteen 

years at YTSD. Budgets, maintenance, 
personnel issues, USTA mandates, fund-
raising and grant writing needs take up 
most of my day. However, the Field Trip 
program has refueled my passion for 
what we do at YTSD. There is an unbe-
lievable energy when 250 kids at a time 
experience success and ask for more! 
I am excited that we have a program that 
seems to link the community outreach 
with our developmental and competi-
tive programs.

I hope that each of you can also see the 
potential this program has for growing 
the game of tennis. It costs about $100 
to bring a classroom of students from 
school to Barnes for the day. It is actually 
cheaper than running an ad to promote 
our programs. Perhaps you would like 
to sponsor your neighborhood school? 
Perhaps your sponsorship might find the 
next U.S. Open Champ? Perhaps you will 
simply put a racket in the hand of a child 
who has never held one and that child 
will learn to love the game and grow as 
a person. It's more than just a Field Trip. 
It's what we do at YTSD.
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Play Like a Pro 

W elcome back to the “Play Like a Pro” column series. In 
this column one of the of the Barnes Tennis Center 
pros will offer up a free tip covering a variety of topics 

to tune up your game. 
In our last article coach Juan Reyes improved your transi-

tion volley technique. Today, Nikolai Karnopp presents the 
proper way to execute the passing shot.

The passing shot or shots refers to the tactic of getting the 
ball by an opponent who has approached the net. All too often 
I witness junior and recreational players look for an immediate 
win off their opponent’s approach shot resulting in unneces-
sary errors. Here are three key points to consistently executing 
a passing shot sequence. 

1    Dip Your First Shot Cross Court
Instead of wailing on your opponent’s approach shot, 

angle your first shot cross court. Your first target should be 
towards the wide corner of the service box, similar to where 
you would aim to hit a wide slice or kick serve. This ball is to 
be kept low and force your opponent to hit their first volley 
below the level of the net. If you can recall Andy Murray, try 
to imitate the way he would take pace off the shot, allowing 
him time to recover and a more predictable touch volley from 
his opponent. 

2 Charge!
Too often players get caught watching their first passing 

shot instead of covering the open court. The moment you ex-
ecute the dipping angle shot, your opponent is left with very 

few accessible shots. Since you are off the court in the far cor-
ner, your opponents first instinct will be to play a short volley 
down the line. Anticipate this shot and immediately charge to 
cover this area before you see where the opponent plays the 
shot. If you take a wait and see approach, the ball will be out 
of reach. In the event your opponent plays an angle volley 
back to the same side as your passing shot, you will have time 
to change course and adjust. If they play the likely drop volley 
down the line, any hesitation on your part is ‘game over’. Next 
time you watch Nadal, take a look at the way he flies after pass-
ing shots to cover a down the line volley before he even sees 
his opponent hit the shot!

3 Keep it Simple
Now that you’ve baited your opponent into a predict-

able shot, focus on getting the job done in a simple fashion. 
We have all experienced the disappointment of losing a point 
trying to finish with too much flair. Unless absolutely neces-
sary, stay in the topspin grip to keep your opponent looking 
to defend a possible shot to their body. Make sure you commit 
to where you want to pass in your first two steps towards the 
drop volley. Take a large target well away from any sideline and 
place the ball past your opponent for the finish on a defense 
to offense reversal! 

If you would like to pursue the next level in your passing 
shots as well as any other area of your tennis game, reach out 
to the Barnes Tennis Center today to schedule a lesson with 
any of our outstanding coaches. See you at the net!

Puzzle Fun – Tennis Wordscramble!
Unscramble the letters below to spell common tennis words .

1. nseitn 

2. rhnofdea 

3. nhaadkcb 

4. eloyvl 

5. veser 

6. ondesc reesv  

7. ultfa 

 8. sscor utrco 

 9. urnrte 

10. nnstei llba  

11. cetrka 

12. rtocu 

13. nlssegi 

14. eusdbol 
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Youth Tennis San Diego Celebrates  
29th Year of After School Tennis

From San Ysidro to La Jolla, to Jamul, on any day of the week, YTSD is providing our After School Tennis program throughout 
the San Diego Community. Juniors of all ages and levels of play are invited to join the low cost program at local participating 
schools and recreation centers. We provide all equipment, insurance, instructors, and bring the tennis fun! 

Family Night
May 17th was our annual Junior Aces Family Tennis Night. Music 
and laughter echoed throughout the center as our Junior Aces 
participants joined their program friends and families for a fun 
night of play. Courts were set up to accommodate a variety of 
activities – obstacle courses, jump ropes, bouncy balls and ten-
nis equipment were readily available for the fun. The night was 
designed in way that allowed the youngsters to show off all 
their learned tennis skills and rally with their parents. 

As many know, a family that plays together stays together. 
Through the love of tennis, families were connecting and play-
ing in a healthy environment that could bring nothing but joy.

Junior Aces student, Hugo, and Family.

After School Tennis Welcomes 
Bay Park Elementary to the FUN
BIG THANK YOU to one of our YTSD Board 

Members, Andrew Schwarz, for joining the 

kids and Coach Lynn Norton for a fun, onsite 

prize day in February!!!
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How Many Books  
Can You Read This Summer?

Join our After School Tennis  Summer 
Book Club to find out! A fun way 
for juniors to learn the basic funda- 

mentals of tennis and continue with 
their reading throughout the summer. 
This program is ideal for beginner to 
intermediate players. The youngsters 
split time between the library and tennis 
court. Juniors will be given 30 minutes 
of work time after each tennis lesson 
where they can choose to read, work on 
a book report, play chess, or participate 
in a fun STEAM based project.  

5-WEEK SESSION:  June 19–July 24, Wednesdays
All ages. 3:00pm-4:30pm or 4:00pm-5:30pm  
$50 per five-week session (scholarship prices avail-
able for those who qualify) . Please visit front desk 
for registration) . For more information, please contact 
Lindsey Vosburgh, After School Tennis Coordinator,  
at lvosburgh@ytsd .org .

AST girls working hard and having fun on court!

AST juniors battling for ‘check mate’ in our homework room.

AST Special Events
Along with the onsite programs, juniors are invited five 
times a year to the Barnes Tennis Center for our FREE 
special events . Most recently schools battled it out dur-
ing our “Team Tennis Event” . Our low stress, round robin 
team tennis tournament made a great opportunity for AST 
juniors to test their tennis skills, grow their game and 
love for the sport . Congrats to all juniors who joined us—
whether they won or lost, they played hard and had fun . 

Thank you to all volunteers who continuously help at our AST 
events. It is because of our instructors and volunteers that we 
are able to fulfill our mission of encouraging youth participation, 
personal integrity, leadership and competitive spirit in a friendly 
environment that builds responsible citizens. 

AST tournaments encourage positive sportsmanship. 

mailto:lvosburgh@ytsd.org
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AST Instructor, John Betlejewski, continues to grow the game of tennis in the La Jol-
la Community. By way of our AST Programs at Bird Rock Elementary and Muirlands 
Middle School, he is able to bring the joy of tennis to many juniors who might not 
otherwise have tried the sport. With his fun approach to tennis, and continued 
efforts of teaching the basic fundamentals, Coach John has many juniors in the 
community sharing in the tennis fun and loving the sport! Many of his 8th grade 
Muirlands players actually move on to join the La Jolla High team in later years. 

Most recently Coach John invited a current La Jolla High player, (and previ-
ous Muirlands Middle AST player), to talk with his AST students about tennis at 
the high school level. Coach John says, “Luc was the captain of the La Jolla High 
Junior Varsity tennis team this year and he's generously volunteered his time to come 
out and share his knowledge of tennis with our athletes. He was able to provide our stu-
dents with great tips on skills and on trying out for the La Jolla High tennis team next 
year. The kids really enjoyed Luc’s helpful insight making their upcoming transition to 
high school less of an unknown. A BIG Thank You to Luc and his desire to help the next 
wave of La Jolla tennis stars.”

And a BIG thank you to John Betlejewski and all of our After School Tennis 
Instructors and volunteers, who continuously give their time, effort and love for 
the sport to help promote the educational, physical, and social development of 
all youth through our organized AST programs. 

AST Programs in La Jolla

Luc Hosy, with Muirlands AST 8th  
graders, who will be moving on to  
La Jolla High School next school year.

Junior Aces Class of 2019: Healthy Choices, Healthy Life, Happy Heart

We have had FUN this program year in 
Junior Aces. Our tiniest tennis stars have 
worked hard in the classroom and on the 
courts, September through May. Each 
week focusing on a letter of the alpha-
bet as well as a new tennis skill. Through 

movement, art, music, play and friend-
ship we have spent the session prepar-
ing for kindergarten and learning ten-
nis. Many beautiful memories have been 
made and skills learned—we proudly 
graduate our Junior Aces class of 2019! 

Congratulations Junior Aces Class of 2019
Only a few spaces  

available in our Junior  
Aces 2019–2020 program 

year . Please contact Lindsey 
Vosburgh for more details  

at lvosburgh@ytsd .org .

mailto:lvosburgh@ytsd.org
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Postal Service Honors “Little Mo”

Congratulations to Kathy Willette, a longtime sponsor, board 
member and volunteer with YTSD, for her involvement in this 
dedication ceremony. We are honored with your friendship.

The U.S. Postal Service recently honored legendary tennis 
champion Maureen Connolly Brinker (1934-1969) at Southern 
Methodist University by issuing a Forever stamp graced with 
the nickname she was known for when she was the best in her 
sport: “Little Mo.”

“The history-making tennis career of Maureen Connolly 
Brinker, combined with the gracious spirit she exhibited after 
her career abruptly ended, is emblematic of the type of char-
acter and courage that we strive to spotlight on our stamps,” 
said Janice Walker, vice president, U.S. Postal Service Corpo-
rate Communications, and the dedicating official of the stamp. 
“Being selected for this honor means that you have made an 
extraordinary and enduring contribution to American society, 
history, culture or the environment.”

Joining Walker to dedicate the stamp were Cindy Brinker 
Simmons, Brinker’s daughter and president of the Maureen Con-
nolly Brinker Tennis Foundation; John Isner, the highest ranked 
American tennis player in the world (#10); Katherine Chabot 
Willette, the world’s sixth-ranked singles player in 1961; Dr. R. 
Gerald Turner, president, Southern Methodist University; and 
radio/television host Scott Murray, who emceed the event.

The stamp features an oil-on-linen painting of the tennis 
star by Gregory Manchess. Based on a black-and-white photo-
graph taken in 1952, the portrait is a colorful interpretation of 
Connolly hitting a low volley. Her nickname, “Little Mo,” runs 
across the top of the stamp, and “usa” and “forever” appear in 
the bottom right corner. Art director Derry Noyes designed the 
stamp. News of the stamp is being shared using the hashtags 
#LittleMoStamp and #TennisStamps.

Reference: “Postal Service Honors 1950s Tennis Champ ‘Little Mo’.” usps.com, 
April 23, 2019, https://about.usps.com/newsroom/national-releases/2019/0423-
postal-service-honors-1950s-tennis-champ-little-mo.htm. Accessed May 30, 2019.

Postal Service Honors 1950s Tennis Champ ‘Little Mo’.

Have you seen the new 
Bulletin Board in our 
lobby hallway yet?
Come see the great photos 
highlighting our competitive 
and high performance players 
displayed for all to see . 
Pictures and display are 
provided by parent volunteers . 
A special Thank you to  Carrie 
Wiese and Julie Prichard for 
spearheading the project . 
and your volunteer time . 

http://usps.com
https://about.usps.com/newsroom/national-releases/2019/0423-postal-service-honors-1950s-tennis-champ-little-mo.htm
https://about.usps.com/newsroom/national-releases/2019/0423-postal-service-honors-1950s-tennis-champ-little-mo.htm
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Calendar of Events
Pro Shop  
Demo 
Racquets

The New Wilson Clash 100 and Clash 
100 Tour are now available for demo at 
the Barnes Tennis Center Pro Shop, stop 
in soon to try them out.

“The Clash offers a playing experience 
unlike anything on the market today. 
Wilson's Clash series is a new racquet 
line loaded with technologies that have 
playtesters of all levels saying ‘whoa.’ 
Wilson claims that the Clash 100 is the 
first racquet intentionally engineered 
to bend with any swing style thanks to 
its FreeFlex technology, which aims to 
provide maximum ball pocketing and 
control. Additionally, StableSmart frame 
geometry adds high levels of stability 
and power to the Clash 100. The Wilson 
Clash 100 is like no other racquet out 
there and is well worth a try!” 

(Clash 100 Racquet, Review of Clash Series, 
www.tennis-warehouse.com)

June
1-2 USTA JTT Sectionals
7-9 Father Daughter Mother  
Son National Tournament
8 BTC Spring Classic Novice
14 Flag Day
16 Happy Father’s Day
21-23  YTSD Summer Satellite 

July
4 Happy Independence Day
8-12 46th Annual  
Wilbur Folsom Memorial
14 Barnes Cup
19-21 Angel Lopez Satellite

August
1-11 Billie Jean King USTA  
Girls’ 16 & 18 National  
Championships
16-18 35th Annual San Diego  
Doubles Championships
24-25 Syril Press Satellite

September
2 Happy Labor Day
7 YTSD Fall Novice
15 Barnes Cup

mailto:info@ytsd.org
http://www.barnestenniscenter.com
http://www.tennis-warehouse.com

	8 Calendar of Events
	 2

