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Youth Tennis San Diego
MatchPoint Beach Ball

On October 7 Fairbanks Ranch Coun-
try Club was the venue for friends, 
family, community leaders and 

tennis advocates to support Youth Tennis 
San Diego. Guests spent an evening at the 
YTSD California Beach. Lovely  ladies and 
handsome men enjoyed “cool” cocktails, 
the décor was surfer ready and you could 
almost feel the ocean breeze. J P  Hunten 
and his musicians offered an array of 
music from the upbeat 1960’s surfer  
music to American favorites. 

The evening was made special by co-
chairs Cindy Driver and Leslie Evans, 

and our graphic artist Kathy Jones. It was 
a night filled with great food and amaz-
ing auction items. Most guests left with 
an exciting item – a trip to the French 
Open – ooh la la, a vacation house on the 
beach, or a great bottle of wine. Mark 
Thomas returned as our Emcee and auc-
tioneer, adding FUN to the fundraising.  

Two YTSD junior players told their 
stories about the challenges each has 
had in their tennis careers and the help 
presented by YTSD through the gener-
ous donations of our supporters. Thelma 
and Ivan told their stories in a compel-

ling way and the attendees stepped up to 
champion all our kids.  

Funds raised will help support After 
School Tennis, community outreach pro-
grams, tournaments and scholarships 
for San Diego Juniors. We would like to 
thank all those who sponsored the event, 
attendees, and especially our Diamond 
Sponsor – Wendy Doheny  McWethy and 
our Gold sponsors Leslie and Rick Evans, 
Cindy and George Driver and Kathy and 
Rob Jones. Together our community of 
donors can make a difference in chil-
dren’s lives. 

Clockwise from top left:  Gala Sponsors Cindy and George Driver with Sandy Driver Gordon;
Thelma Sepulveda with Ruth Jorgensen and Linda Swortwood; Esther and Larry Belinsky; 
Leslie Evans, Wendy  McWethy, Betty Peabody and Linn Walker
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“Barnes Tennis Center—where we see the result 
of hard work.” It doesn’t matter if your name is Rafa, Ser-
ena, or Plain Jane. You can achieve success only if you are will-
ing to work harder than anyone else.

Successful people in every field are often said to be “blessed 
with talent” or even just lucky. The truth is, they worked hard-
er than the average person can imagine. Pete Sampras had pro-
digious physical gifts, but it was his hard work that 
made him a champion. Billie Jean King brought 
her work ethic both to the court as an elite player 
and to the game of tennis as a leader.

The last few months at the Barnes Tennis Center 
left incredible memories for all of us. We hosted 
the WTT and the Girls 16s & 18s National Tourna-
ments. We saw some of the best upcoming players 
and met extraordinary coaches and professionals. 
It is not just the events that will be remembered, 
but the memories of the amazing people that 
touched our lives and the lessons they taught us.

As Executive Director, I have had the opportu-
nity to meet an array of successful people in many 
walks of life--medicine, art, business, and athletics. 
I like to think that the people who contribute to 
YTSD lead by example. Our founding sponsors, 
and our past and present Board of Directors built 
the Barnes Center into a premier facility through 
their hard work and dedication.

Athletes like Bill Walton and executives like 
Starbuck’s CEO, Howard Schultz, are known for 
waking up while other people are still in bed. Then 
they stay later than everyone else to make sure 
they achieve their goals. Hard work is a common 
denominator in our programs at Youth Tennis San 
Diego. We strive to instill the work ethic necessary 
for success. We expect the come early, leave late, 
and work like a champion attitude in all our staff 
and students.

Some days when I look out my window or walk 
by the courts, I am amazed by the efforts I see. Our 
coaches and players are leaving sweat and exhaus-
tion on the courts. Some of our youths will go on 
to achieve great things in both tennis and in the 
game of life. It will be the result of learning that 
hard work pays off.

My Point 
By Kerry Blum, Executive Director, YTSD

Appreciation letter by one of our juniors who started in Junior Aces and has now 
progressed to the Competitive Program with Stephan thanks to the opportunity to 
participate on scholarship.

In keeping up with the hard work from the players, the 
Barnes Center is working hard to continue to offer the most 
up to date instruction and improve the pathway of tennis pro-
grams offered. This fall we are introducing a new Elite program 
extending our instruction to all levels of athletes. We are also 
working incredibly hard to maintain a state of the art facility 
for our community.
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Tournament Desk
28th Annual Todd Short Memorial Tournament 
Presented by Angel Lopez, and Melanie and Bill Silva

Sunday, October 15th wrapped up 
the fourth and final day of the 
Todd Short Memorial Tournament. 

This Level 4 event is one of the rare 
tournaments to hold a consolation and 
doubles draws in addition to main draw 
singles. This additional spirit of competi-
tion brings a wonderful tournament en-
vironment. Extra events further players 
opportunity to play and appreciate our 
sport. This is something that is far too 
often lost in the maze of making it to the 
top of the rankings. This event structure 
is perfect for the Todd Short.  

Who was Todd Short?
From 1973-1996 Todd Short left a lega-
cy of love and good will everywhere he 
ventured. Those close to him will always 
remember him for his gentleness, kind 
nature, and great sportsmanship. Todd 
was a great multi-sport athlete, but had 
a special passion for tennis. Like many 
juniors he always aspired to be among 
the professional ranks. Todd was known 
for being in peak physical condition. 
Amidst his relentless work ethic, Todd 
never made excuses, played fairly, and 
lost gracefully. As his health diminished, 
Todd frequented the Barnes Tennis Cen-
ter to council San Diego’s next genera-
tion of young stars. Sadly, a month be-
fore Todd’s 23rd birthday, we lost our 
dear friend to cancer. His ever present 
smile and grace never left his side. He 
showed extraordinary courage and still 
a concern for others we all can aspire to 
achieve. Todd Short will always be a true 
champion worth emulating.

Melanie and Bill Silva have continued 
their Nephew’s legacy, along with coach 
Angel Lopez, ever since. The 28th annual 
Todd Short Memorial was no different. 
An event as great as this would not be 
possible without the incredible sup-
port of Angel Lopez and the Silva Fam-
ily. Players appreciate the Silva’s support 
and encouragement during matches. 

 Melanie and Bill roamed the grounds of 
the Barnes Tennis Center brimming with 
the loving spirit of their nephew Todd 
Short alive and inspired. They consoled 
those who had fallen just short, con-
gratulated the victors and celebrated ex-
cellent sportsmanship. I was personally 
blown away by the time and energy they 
delivered to the event. Watching them 
take many moments to get to know what 
seemed like every player was a beautiful 
reminder that with simple time and love, 

we can each be the catalyst inspiring 
smiles and wellbeing in our community 
every day. This brings me back to why 
the Barnes Tennis Center is so exciting 
for me to be a part of. The mission to 
provide the opportunity to experience 
the same love and inspiration that Todd 
passed to the Silva’s, to our local com-
munity and outreach programs. Through 
tennis we can learn to love and respect 
our self and others. Sending off one ball 
and one smile at a time.

Tournament sponsors Melanie & Bill Silva with B12 Doubles Champions Nelson Alapi and 
Adrian Cousin, congratulations!
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A s you know, the Barnes Tennis Center is a wonderful 
20-year-old, well used community asset. To complement 
the programs we offer to our players, we strive to keep 

our state of the art, 12 acre tennis center in good working order. 
As a very busy nonprofit, we are looking for funding to allow 

us to offer our important programs to kids. In the past two years 
changes in employee designations and the increases in employ-
er donation to employee health care and social security have 
strained the Youth Tennis San Diego budget to the limit. City 
and County schools are charging permit fees for our After School 
Tennis programs and electricity and water costs have increased.  

We have cut all the “frills” associated with our programming 
and facility upkeep. At a time that could seem dire, we have a 
wonderful opportunity to get on long term solid ground with 
the matching funds. 

A very special donor to YTSD – tennis enthusiast and propo-
nent for children has committed a One Million Dollar MATCHING 

donation to the Youth Tennis San Diego Foundation. To help ful-
fill this grant, we have developed a special “Champions Team” 
who together with your support will change the lives of  children. 

The funds donated and MATCHED will be added to the YTSD 
Foundation reserves and used as needed to support Youth Ten-
nis programs and the Barnes Tennis Center facility.

Please think about joining our Champions Team in support 
of YTSD and the Barnes Tennis Center.

For information please call YTSD Foundation Executive 
Director Linn Walker at 619-221-9000 or email linnwalker@ 
yahoo.com. Thank you for your support of all the kids.

The following is a list of Champions Team 
members to date:
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Wax
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Belinsky
Mrs. Hanna Gleiberman
Mr. and Mrs. Dick Kintz
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Willette
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Rogers

Mr. and Mrs. Rick Evans
Mr. and Mrs. Skeets Dunn
Mr. Dick Phelps
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Kellogg
Wendy Doheny McWethy
Ann Parode Dynes

Youth Tennis San Diego Foundation
Champions Team

Barnes Tennis Academy
The Barnes Tennis Academy provides a program 
class for every age and tennis level, from Rising Stars 
through Elite . We offer an opportunity to take your 
game to the next level . 

Rising Stars is for players ages 4-14 who are excited to 
develop the athletic and technical skills in an energetic, 
game oriented  environment . 

Competitive and High School Competitive is de-
signed for players age 8-18 who have most of the techni-
cal and footwork foundations in place . Here they work 
towards more advanced technique and tactics with the 
goal of tournament or high school team play in mind .

High Performance and Elite is designed for players 
age 8-18 who are already competing in tournaments 
with the ambition to reach the height of their abilities . 
Here they learn and master advanced strategies spe-
cific to their own style of play. These players also train 
two hours a week on specific strength and conditioning. 
Such conditioning is essential when competing in two  
or more matches a day . 

After School Tennis & 
Education Program includes 
one hour on the tennis court, 
followed by 30 minutes of 
homework assistance in our 
library . Join the fun today!  
For more information, please 
contact Lindsey Vosburgh at 
lvosburgh@ytsd .org
Palmisano sisters, Giada and  
Genevieve, back on the courts for 
their 5th year in a row!!
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Holiday  
Tennis Camp
We’ve got three great  
Holiday camps this winter  
to challenge and excite .
•  November 20-22, 3 Day  

(Monday – Wednesday)  
$120/week

•  December 18-22, 5 Day  
(Monday – Friday)  
$200/week

•  December 26-29, 4 Day  
(Tuesday – Friday)  
$160/week

Regular Camp, Ages 4 – 14

Competitive Camp, Ages 8 & up

Elite Level Camp

All Holiday camps are half day, 
9:00am – Noon .
Register on our website,  
www .barnestenniscenter .com,  
or stop by the Pro Shop .

Junior Aces Fun
Our Junior Aces Program for ages 3-5, held in the Booth Education 
Center here at the Barnes Tennis Center, fosters a love of learning while 
emphasizing the benefits of wholesome eating and physical fitness — 
guiding children to making positive choices for an inquiring, healthy, and 
active life! In the classroom, children explore, investigate, and create 
with a range of developmental appropriate activities . We believe that 
all children learn differently and we provide opportunities for each child 
to learn through instruction, play, song, movement and practice . On the 
tennis court, children participate in the first lessons in tennis through 
drills, games and teamwork .

Some of our Junior Aces with “Bobby Bones”
With help of our life size skeleton, “Cowboy Bobby Bones,” we are able to 
educate our little ones about their bodies and the importance of healthy 
eating habits and exercise .

Wish List
If you have an ‘extra’ of any  
of the following, please  
consider a donation to YTSD .
Assorted Medicine Balls
Construction Paper
Balancing Devices
Playground Balls
Ping Pong Balls  

or Paddles
New or Gently Used  

Children’s Books
Pre-school Age  

Educational Games
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Thank You Volunteers
Saturday, September 30th, friends of Youth Tennis San  Diego, big and small, volunteered their time, energy, and helping hands to 
clean our tennis home. More than 30 volunteers walked our grounds picking up trash, old tennis balls, and storm debris. The end 
result was unexpected! Hiding beneath our bushes we had a lot of cleaning up to do, and we are truly thankful for all the help. 
Of course, we kept the day fun by providing a ‘scavenger hunt’ for the kids along the way, prizes, pizza and snow cones. Please 
mark your calendar for our next scheduled “Clean Up Day”, December 15th from 12:00-2:00pm, here at the Barnes Tennis Center. 
We will be asking volunteers to beautify our facility by painting ball buckets and planting flowers. For more information please 
contact Lindsey Vosburgh lvosburgh@ytsd.org

Junior Team 
Tennis

Another successful and exciting Ju-
nior Team Tennis (JTT) season is 
underway. JTT gives juniors the 

rare opportunity enjoy comradery in our 
sport. Juniors compete on teams of 6-8 
players in a two doubles, one singles for-
mat. The winner is decided by the team 
leading in total games after two out of 
three sets. Barnes has a long list of bright 
young competitors from our programs 
participating this season — so many that 
we had to field two orange ball teams 
who are locked in battle with just a one 
game difference for first place! The 12U 
Barnes Ballers features players from our 
High Performance program. The satellite 
team hit the ground running with an 
undefeated record and is in first place! If 
you missed registration this year, email 
Program Director Nikolai Karnopp at 
nkarnopp@ytsd.org or stop by the facil-
ity so we can help you secure one of next 
seasons coveted spots! UCLA Doubles champions Jada Hart and Gabby Andrews

ITA Regional Championship Held at the  
Barnes Center October 19-22
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Tennis Word Search Fun!
Try to find all the words that have to do with the sport of Tennis

Ad In
Want to play in a Ladies Doubles League? 
The Barnes Tennis Center organizes a fun and 
friendly competitive Ad In Doubles League 
on Thursday mornings. Each season runs 7 
to 9 weeks, with 3 divisions to choose from 
(A, BB, & B.) Please contact Jenni Myers at 
619-221-9000 or jmyers@ytsd.org for more 
information. The Winter Season will start at 
the beginning of January.

Current Ad In players Masae Benson and Jocelyn Bauer 
on a sunny morning at the Barnes Tennis Center.

League Courts
Is your Tennis League in 
need of “Home Courts”? 

The Barnes Tennis Center 
offers special League  

pricing . Please contact 
Jennifer Myers at  
619-221-9000 or  

jmyers@ytsd .org for pricing, 
availability, and scheduling .
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Our Mission:
Youth Tennis San Diego is a non-profit 
organization whose purpose is to promote 
the educational, physical and social  
development of all youth through orga-
nized  tennis and educational activities .
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Calendar of Events
November
4-5  YTSD Winter Satellite
11-12, 18-19  Robert J Bohrer Thanksgiving Memorial Open
11  Veteran’s Day
20-22  Holiday Tennis Camp
23  Happy Thanksgiving!
26  Barnes Cup

December
2-3, 9-10  Homer Peabody Holiday Open
16  AST Field Day
17  Barnes Cup
18-22, 26-29  Holiday Camp
25  Merry Christmas

January
1  Happy 2018!
13-14  Owenita & John Sanderlin Novice
15  Martin Luther King Day
27-28, February 3-4  69th Annual San Diego Metropolitan Open

Thank you to Angel Lopez 
Tennis Academy for their 
numerous donations of  
gently used tennis balls 
over the last six months. 
Our program kids really 
appreciate this gift!
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