
So to Kellen and Luc, and to all of my 
former students who have returned over 
the years and given back to our program 
with their time, effort and caring way, 
I, and all of our Muirlands students, say 
“Thank You so much for returning to 
serve! You’re the Best!”

John Betlejewski, AST Tennis Coach
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Returning to Serve

In 2011 I began my After School Ten-
nis coaching career at Muirlands Mid-
dle School in La Jolla. I’ve coached at 

a few other schools since but I’ve been 
at Muirlands continuously from the very 
beginning. I’ve had the pleasure of in-
troducing the game of tennis to many 
students over the years and I’ve enjoyed 
watching them have fun, improve their 
skills, and grow into fine young people. 
Many have gone on to play tennis in 
high school and become part of a team

Throughout the years several of my 
former students have returned from La 
Jolla High School to assist me and our 
Muirlands tennis players. Out of the 
goodness of their hearts they volun-
teer to pass along the tennis skills that 
they’ve acquired to our young players. 
The Muirlands kids love when a La Jolla 

High student/player returns to take a 
personal interest in helping them with 
their game. 

For the past two years La Jolla High 
student/player Kellen Brinton, along 
with fellow teammate Luc Hosey, have 
returned to help with our program. 
These two young men are great assets for 
me to utilize and they provide a fantastic 
service to our program. The kids really 
look up to both Kellen and Luc and are 
in awe of their tennis skills. It’s great for 
the kids to see what they can aspire to. 
But most of all, Kellen and Luc are the 
nicest guys and are really good to the 
kids and a wonderful influence on them. 
Getting to know a couple of great guys 
who play high school tennis helps our 
kids eliminate some of the anxiety as 
they prepare to move on to high school. 

“L” is for Lemonade
Junior Aces students happily served up fresh lemonade to our players and parents at 
their annual Lemonade Stand. Each week in our program, activities and directed art 
projects are provided to help reinforce our “letter of the week.” Children have fun 
in our classroom and on our courts growing their bodies and minds. For more infor-
mation regarding our Junior Aces Program designed for children ages 3-5 years old, 
please reach out to Lindsey Vosburgh at lvosburgh@ytsd.org.

+
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A s another year come to an end, I 
reflect on all that Youth Tennis San 
Diego has accomplished through 

the years. I am honored to be a part of 
such an innovative organization. Youth 
Tennis San Diego has been nationally 
recognized for providing creative pro-
gramming solutions to challenges facing 
youth of San Diego County since 1956. 
With a focus on our mission, programs 
provide a safe haven during critical hours 
after school. Fun and friends is the ve-
hicle that attracts students to learn the 
game. Participation ensures that ideas of 
health and fitness will become the life-
style and that the value of education will 
be learned in concert with fundamentals. 

As another year come to an end, I re-
flect on all that Youth Tennis San Diego 
has accomplished through the years. I 
am honored to be a part of such an in-
novative organization. Youth Tennis San 
Diego has been nationally recognized 

My Point 
By Kerry Blum, Executive Director, YTSD

Barnes Blasters at Indian Wells Tennis Garden, January 2020

for providing creative programming 
solutions to challenges facing youth of 
San Diego County since 1956. With a fo-
cus on our mission, programs provide a 
safe haven during critical hours after 
school. Fun and friends 
is the vehicle that at-
tracts students to learn 
the game. Participation 
ensures that ideas of 
health and fitness will be-
come the lifestyle and that 
the value of education 
will be learned in concert 
with fundamentals. 

Welcome 2020— 
it’s going to be a great year!
Years can be like those uncomfortable 
presents you receive for Christmas. You 
open the box and, oh my Gosh, a shirt 
with loud, colorful flowers. What kind 
of present is that? Haven’t they seen 

the way you dress, in dark and somber 
colors? Who would think of giving you 
something like that? I know 2020 is a 
new year with new and exciting things 

in the future, but…this? Are we ready?
You put on the shirt, you look 

in the mirror and- the hor-
ror, the horror- you 

came to the conclu-
sion that you would 

not be caught dead in 
a shirt like that. You put 

it away in the darkest corner 
of your closet, certain it will 
never see the light of day. But 
one morning (and it is the same 
with every year), your other 

shirts are dirty, you are bored with your 
wardrobe or for whatever reason you 
take out the flowered shirt. You look 
at it; you realize it is not as ugly as you 
thought, or its color as loud as the first 
time you saw it. You put it on and it fits 
very nicely. Maybe it would be ok to 
wear it out in public. 

Surprise, surprise! The shirt is a hit. 
People you just met compliment your 
good sartorial sense. Your old friends 
congratulate you on your new look. You 
regret not having worn it before, and 
now find yourself going to stores to find 
more shirts like it. Years are all the same: 
flowery shirts in loud colors. 2019 was 
no exception. We got one year older. 
We were tolerant and intolerant. Some 
news caught our attention, while others 
barely registered at all. Youth Tennis San 
Diego (YTSD) celebrated 68 years of ser-
vice to the youth of San Diego County, 
while highlighting the After School Ten-
nis program celebrating its 30th year. 

After the corks were popped and the 
resolutions were made, YTSD will slowly 
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My Point  cont'd from page 2

Our Junior Aces enjoying the new turf on their playground. Thank you Willette Family.

reveal its loud colorful shirt. Look back 
on what we accomplished in 2019 and 
look forward to opportunities in 2020.

Spring time kicked off many of our 
junior tournaments including the 85th 
Annual Harper Ink and the Katherine 
Willette Family Easter Open (formerly 
48th Annual Maureen Memorial.) Ju-
nior Team Tennis grew from 12 teams 
to a now flourishing 25 Barnes Teams. 
The Mountain West Conference for col-
legiate players completed another year 
and already booked courts for 2020 at 
the Barnes Tennis Center.

Smiles and laughter could be seen 
and heard from all the courts at the 
Barnes Center during the summer ten-
nis camps. Over 900  juniors came out 
to play in the ½ and full day camps. Ro-
botics and STEAM classes complimented 
the on court tennis with educational ac-
tivities. Summer also brought the WTT 
Junior Nationals, The USTA Billie Jean 
King Girls’ 16 & 18 National Champion-
ships, 30th Todd Short Memorial Open, 
and the return of the National Father-
Daughter/Mother-Son Hard Court to the 
Barnes Tennis Center. We look to con-
tinue to grow camps and tournaments 
in 2020.

In October, the MatchPoint Ball 
transformed Fairbanks Ranch into a Cir-
cus—Under the Big Top. From jugglers 
and stilt walkers to circus tents, the dé-
cor helped make the evening a special 
experience. The evening added thou-
sands of dollars to the growth of Youth 
Tennis San Diego’s programs. Generous 
bidding by our guests helped make the 
evening a huge success. 2020 brings new 
ideas and opportunities setting YTSD up 
for another successful MatchPoint Ball.

Wrapping up the year, on December 
14th, Seventy-eight After School Ten-
nis participants represented their school 
and competed in a singles tournament 
held at the Barnes Tennis Center. In 
2019 the After School Tennis program 
served over 7,500 youth throughout 
San Diego County. Five new school sites 
will be added in the first quarter of 2020 
along with three additional sites in April. 

"Give Us A Hand" Campaign Update
Thanks to everyone who has made a contribution toward 
some of our capital needs at the Barnes Tennis Center . 
We are starting with new turf by the Junior Aces play-
ground and welcome additional donations to complete 
new turf in front of court one . Some of the other items al-
ready funded include a coaches teaching basket, indoor/

outdoor carpet and educational materials for the Junior Aces, and a book-
shelf and gallon of paint for the lobby upgrade . Individual items are found 
on the "hands" around the lobby . We also accept straight donations at 
www .barnestenniscenter .com or checks to YTSD (4490 West Point Loma 
Blvd ., San Diego, CA 92107—please note ‘Give Us A Hand’ in the memo) . 
When we reach $2,500 toward the lobby upgrade, we will begin painting . 
Questions? Call 619-221-9000 and ask for Barbara . 

AST will expand into new communities 
while still strengthening the foundation 
of the existing programs. 

Innovative programs and facility de-
velopments are being unveiled at the 
Barnes Tennis Center in 2020. Many 
of you have seen the newly resurfaced 
courts, but have you seen the landscap-
ing or new turf being installed to beau-
tify the grounds? Inviting new colors 
and furniture are planned for the lobby 
and community areas. Lighting will be 
replaced on the courts and around the 
parking lot. 

Winter/Fall programs and camps are 
bigger than ever. Over 125 junior play-
ers participated in the holiday party at 
the Barnes Center on December 20th. Ju-
nior programs fill all 23 hard courts from 
4:00-8:00pm every evening. 

I don’t know about you, but I kick off 
my years feeling a little uncomfortable.  
I am an optimist—I’m just not one of 
those optimists who opens the doors to 
their house, smiling, the first of Janu-
ary. I am more one of those people who 
 worry. I want everything to turn out 
well, better than the year that just end-
ed. I want more happiness, more stabil-
ity, better opportunities. 

Am I asking too much? Of course, 
that’s the point. In this way, too, all years 
are alike: flowery shirts in loud colors. 

For now, I unwrap the uncomfortable 
present. I see with a certain irritation the 
shirt that is 2020. I hang it in the darkest 
corner of my closet. Surely, one morning 
I will take it out, and surely it will be a 
good shirt. But for now, I am going to 
leave it there, in its place. 
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Angel Lopez Has a Giving Heart
YTSD kindly thanks Angel Lopez for his  
generosity this holiday season. 
Angel donated new Babolat racquets, tennis balls and toys to our  
After School Tennis juniors throughout the community! Because of  
his donation we were able to visit local middle schools participating  
in After School Tennis, and provide a special holiday “prize day” at  
each site . Juniors were surprised on court with games, prizes and  
a special gift . Thank you Angel Lopez for your continued thoughtful-
ness and support of our organization .  

Holiday Fun at Innovation Middle School and  
Lewis Middle School
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Holiday 
Tournament 
Results
Robert J. Bohrer  
Thanksgiving Memorial  
Open (Level 4)

Laura Eugenio de Hilario 
G18 finalist

Thelma Sepulveda  
G18 semi-finalist

Anna Pallencaoe  
G16 champion

Elina Shalaev  
G16 finalist

Eric Kats  
B18 doubles champion

YTSD Holiday Satellite  
(Level 6)

Leonard Thieler  
B12 champion

Santa Visits the Barnes  
Tennis Center Once Again!

Squeals of delight were heard on court this holiday season at our annual Holi-
day Tennis Party. Juniors had fun participating in a variety of tennis drills and 
games, and were excited when Santa himself joined us for a friendly tennis 

rally. The night was full of good cheer, and followed with prizes, pizza and a special 
gift from Santa. Thank you to everyone who helped make the party a huge success, 
and helped bring the magic of Christmas to our courts!  
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Thank You Volunteers

Coach John Wright is an active volunteer with our AST & Education Program, both on 
the court and in our homework room.

Youth Tennis San Diego appreciates volunteers throughout the year at our After 
School Tennis events. By partnering with Hands On San Diego, we are able 
to connect with community members, and bring the joy of tennis to those 

who may not have the opportunity otherwise. Events are always free to our juniors, 
and consists of tournaments and field days. Volunteers work on the court with the 
juniors, reinforcing basic fundamentals of the sport, score keeping, and encourag-
ing positive sportsmanship. Our events are successful because of our dedicated vol-
unteers and coaches that kindly give their time at each special event. Participants 
benefit from their enthusiasm and friendship, and it’s nice to know our volunteers 
enjoy their time with our students as well. Please read the nice note (to the right) 
from one of our SDSU volunteers.

“I just wanted to thank you again for this 
great volunteer opportunity (AST Singles 
Tour nament). The kids (specifically Con-
rad and Josh) taught me a lot about tennis 
as well as myself. It was extremely insight-
ful in terms of what it meant to support 
the youth in sports. I had a great time and 
I even want to start playing tennis too! I'll 
definitely try to come out to the next one. 
You have my utmost gratitude and appre-
ciation!  —Sincerely, Billy Luong”



Youth Tennis San Diego
Barnes Tennis Center
4490 West Point Loma Boulevard
San Diego, CA 92107

E-mail address: info@ytsd .org
Website: www .barnestenniscenter .com

ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED

Our Mission:
Youth Tennis San Diego is a non-profit 
organization whose purpose is to promote 
the educational, physical and social  
development of all youth through orga-
nized  tennis and educational activities .
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Calendar of Events
February
13 “Love All” Ladies Lunch
14 Happy Valentine’s Day
17 President’s Day (observed)
22 AST Doubles Tournament
22 Owenita & John Sanderlin 

Memorial Novice Tournament

March
6-8 USTA-U Coach Education
8 Daylight Saving Time begins
14-16, 21-22 86th Annual 

Harper Ink Open Tournament
17 Happy St. Patrick’s Day
27-29 Dr. Sheposh Memorial 

Satellite Tournament

April
1 April Fool’s Day
3-6 Katherine Willette Family 

Easter Open Tournament 
(formerly 49th Maureen 
Connolly Memorial Open)

12 Happy Easter!
15 Tax Day
25 AST World Team Tennis Event
30 YTSD Financial Assistance 

application deadline

Congratulations  
to Kate Prichard!
Winner of the CTA  
Junior Open G14 Division .

YOU NEVER KNOW who you’re going to see at the 
Barnes Center – college teams stop in for practice 
matches periodically . Recently we welcomed  
University of Nevada, Reno.

mailto:info@ytsd.org
http://www.barnestenniscenter.com
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