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Circus! Under the Big Top!

Lions and tigers and bears, oh my! 
The Annual MatchPoint Ball Gala 
was held on September 28, 2019 

and over 150 Youth Tennis San Diego 
supporters gathered at Fairbanks Ranch 
Country Club to support Youth Tennis 
San Diego. Co-chairs Wendy McWethy 
and Leslie Evans welcomed everyone 
“Under the Big Top” with stilt walkers, 
jugglers, and a “Lion Tamer” signature 

(continued on page 2)

Lion-tamer and friends

Co-chairs Leslie Evans Wendy McWethy

cocktails. Ringmasters, circus animals 
and even a bearded lady (!) made the 
event more festive, and great food and 
amazing auction items made it an enjoy-
able and successful evening for all. New 
silent items included packages from The 
Dana Hotel, Adventure Water Sports, 
The Catamaran Resort & Spa and a tan-
dem skydiving adventure. New to the 
live auction line-up this year was a pri-

vate yacht cruise on San Diego Bay with 
food and libations for 20. Many guests 
left with an exciting item or a great 
bottle of wine. Auctioneer Tim Altbaum 
lent his expertise with humor and poise 
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T hank you to all of Youth Tennis San Diego’s Board of 
 Directors. You all have been a valuable members of YTSD 
for the past year or in many cases years. A Special thanks to 

our Executive Committee for the multiple years of service from 
each member. Your passion for our youth and knowledge has 
been invaluable to our board of directors. Membership on this 
board of directors requires not only expertise in non-profit gov-
ernance, personal contributions, and fund raising—but often 
many hours of work during evenings, weekends, and holidays. 
This past year our board leaders and organization accomplished 
all our goals set forth at the beginning of the year, including: 
• The George E. Barnes Family Junior Tennis Center celebrated 

24 years of service
• Facility facelift—new turf put in center pavilion, landscaping 

across all property, and the courts 
• Resurfaced. First phase of court light replacement is underway 
• YTSD ran over 40 tournaments involving over 1,000 players
• YTSD hosted our largest tournament as nearly 700 singles 

players competed at the Harper Ink Tournament
• The nation’s top junior girls tennis players competed at  

the 2019 USTA Billie Jean King Girls’ 16 & 18 National 
Championships

• More than 1,000 juniors participated in tennis classes and 
900 enrolled in Barnes Tennis 

• Summer Camps
• Junior Aces program for 3-5 year olds full with a waiting list
• 4 New After School Tennis sites established—totaling 67 

outreach sites serving over 7,500 juniors through the year
• 93% of juniors in programs receive scholarships to participate 
• YTSD’s annual fundraiser—Match Point Ball—very success-

ful providing funding for YTSD for 2020
Next year requires an increased effort to fund raise along 

with the recruitment of new board members to help carry 
on the wonderful projects and opportunities provided to our 
youth by the organization.  We are excited to welcome our new 
Fund Development Director Barbara Edwards. Many of you 
have already been introduced to Barbara and the wonderful 
work she did through the Gala. She is a great asset to the orga-
nization and already fits right into the YTSD family.  

Thank you to all our board members, staff, community 
partners, donors and parents for your support of Youth Ten-
nis San Diego’s commitment to youth development excellence 
and to the advancement of our youth in Serving the Future. 
Board membership is an important contribution to the com-
munity. If you want to engage in additional terms of service, 
refer a friend, or learn about other ways you can serve our or-
ganization, please contact Calla Vastola at (619) 221-9000 or 
cvastola@ytsd.org 

My Point 
By Kerry Blum, Executive Director, YTSD

Thank You to Our Board of Directors

and DJ Jon Perea kept the momentum 
going through the evening. Keynote 
speaker and tennis great James Blake 
spoke about his experiences on tour and 
gave us all a peek into some of the chal-
lenges he’s faced in life along with the 
triumphs. His message of hope and re-
silience and the transformative power 
of access moved the entire crowd and 
spoke directly to the mission of YTSD. 
Current top-ranked junior elite player 
Winta Woldeab joined James Blake on 
stage and expressed her gratitude for 

Circus! Under the Big Tent! cont'd from page 1

Winta Woldeab and James Blake

YTSD and her many adult mentors along 
the way including Leslie and Rick Evans. 
A special thank you to all our table spon-
sors, especially to premium sponsors 
Wendy McWethy, The Bowden Family 
Foundation and Ruth Barnes Jorgensen. 
Thanks also to our graphic artists Jacob 
Blum and Kathy Jones for all event-relat-
ed printed materials. Funds raised from 
the Gala will help support After School 
Tennis (AST), community outreach pro-
grams, tournaments and scholarships 
for San  Diego Juniors. 
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Nicole, Joannie, Kathy, and Larry with After School Tennis kids.

AST Naming Willette
We are honored to announce the 
lifetime support and naming of 
Youth Tennis San Diego’s After 
School Tennis program after long-
time supporter and creator of the 
program, Kathy Willette.

Kathy had an outstanding ca-
reer as a Junior player—winning 
many events and partnering with 

Billie Jean King in doubles.  She has achieved so much more 
in her adult life by constantly developing and improving pro-
grams to help children— especially those with challenged cir-
cumstances—find and achieve positive goals.

In 1989 Kathy developed the After School Tennis (AST) pro-
gram, a free opportunity for children to learn the fun game of 
tennis on their own school and park sites. This program has 
grown to the point where it is offered in 60 plus school and 
park and recreation sites to over 8,000 children each year.  

Tennis has played an important role for Kathy not only as 
a world-class player but as a volunteer locally, regionally and 
nationally. Her love for the game and for children made AST a 
natural match for her. 

On Saturday, October 26th we hosted this wonderful day for 
this truly important person and after the event we received a 
letter from her thanking US and acknowledging so many other 
people, we had to share this. To be so humble and yet so incred-
ibly generous. We are truly honored to know Kathy and all she 
has done for the organization and each of us individually. 

Larry, Kathy, Joanie and Molly

Hi Kerry,
It is just impossible to put into words the incredible experience that 
our family shared at the Barnes Tennis Center on Saturday . There 
was so much LOVE expressed in so many ways . . .

By The Kids.
The smiles on their faces, the joy, the fun, the friendships . . . . Larry, 
Nikki and I will treasure the pictures of the kids that we have saved 
in our hearts . One of the girls told me that she loved tennis and 
wanted to play on her high school team . She was so sweet . . . .and 
added, "maybe on my college team, too!" For her to share that 
dream with me was pretty special .

Nikki loved the opportunity to be on the court with the kids . She 
was so impressed by their, "thank yous," by their smiles and their 
enthusiasm! It was so obvious to Nikki that every child there was 
learning to love the game .

By YTSD Friends.
So many hugs, so many kind words of friendship and shared mem-
ories . It was really a celebration for so many who have given so 
much to support the mission to be at the Barnes Tennis Center 
on a day of celebration! What YTSD has given to the community is 
remembered and a solid foundation on which to secure our vision 
for the future .

By YTSD Barnes Staff Friends
We loved the atmosphere created by our Barnes friends who made 
the day possible . It was just so beautifully organized, such a warm 
and friendly atmosphere that set the stage for an incredible day 
celebrating the AST program, the kids, the AST instructors, the 
Barnes Tennis Center and YTSD . Our Barnes friends, with your lead-
ership, made every guest feel so welcome, so much a part of the 
day and included in the success of YTSD .

By The Leader, YOU
Kerry, thank you . The day was your inspiration, your caring, your 
incredible leadership . Nikki recorded your talk and I have listened 
to it again and again since arriving home . It was just wonderful . 
I know that the kids were listening and will understand how deeply 
so many people support them and know that the lessons learned 
in AST will help them "keep the ball over the net" in the game of 
life . Our family is so honored by the opportunity to continue sup-
porting a program that our family believes is making a difference 
in the lives of children . What an incredible honor for us . Thank you 
for a perfect day, for a memory that our family will always cherish .  

We look forward to many more opportunities to support you and 
the mission .

With love and with Appreciation,
Larry, Nicole, Sean, Kathy
The Willette Family
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After School Tennis 
Outstanding Volunteer

A special thank you goes out to Dr. John Wright. Coach John has been an active 
volunteer for our AST & Education Program for the past few months. Each 
week he joins us on the court in in our homework room, working with the ju-

niors enrolled in our onsite After School Tennis & Education Program. Because of his 
dedication and support, more balls are being hit, more games are being played, and 
more lives are being positively impacted. Thank you Coach John for your outstand-
ing continued support, both on and off the court! It is instructors and volunteers like 
you that make our After School Tennis Program such a huge success!

After School Tennis & 
Education Program: 
JOIN TODAY! 
Winter Session:  
November 6 – December 19 
A fun way for children to  
learn the basic fundamentals 
of tennis and keep up with 
their homework. Held at  
the Barnes Tennis Center 
throughout the school year.
This program is ideal for beginner to 
advanced beginner players. Juniors split 
time between our education room and 
the tennis court. The tennis portion con-
sists of students learning the game, per-
forming drills, and understanding the 
benefits of physical fitness. The educa-
tion portion gives children the opportu-
nity to get help with their homework, as 
well as providing students with a quiet 
area and books for reading. 

For more information on After School 
Tennis, please contact Lindsey Vosburgh, 
AST Coordinator at lvosburgh@ytsd.org

Newest AST Site: Pacific Beach Elementary

Instructors John Betlejewski (not pictured) and Jacob Karnopp.

Instructors Jakob Karnopp and John Betlejewski with special visitor Donna Green,  
longtime friend of YTSD. 

Barnes Cup 
Barnes Cup Tournaments 
are fun Round-Robin events 
designed to introduce new 
players through the first 
stages of competitive play . 

Tournament Directors pro-
vide guidance and support 
to new participants in scor-
ing, the Code of Conduct, 
and sportsmanship .

There are two remaining 
this year, November 24  
and December 15 . Entry  
fee is $18 . 

Register online or email 
info@ytsd .org for more  
information .



5

Every Friday, students from Rosa Parks Elementary are 
greeted by their YTSD coach and walked over to the 
Urban Village tennis courts, to participate in our After 

School Tennis Program. For most students this is their first ex-
perience with the sport, and for many of the them our program 
serves as their only after school activity. Together with the help 
of generous sponsors and wonderful coaches and volunteers, 
Youth Tennis San Diego is able to bring the joy of tennis to 
those children who may not have the opportunity otherwise. 
We are proud of our program and the positive impact it dis-
plays throughout the community.  

Instructor, Jocelyn Rodriquez, is proof that we are fulfilling 
our mission, and that our programs are helping to encourage 
personal integrity, leadership, and a competitive spirit. Jocelyn 

herself was once an After School Tennis participant at Rosa 
Parks Elementary. Today she is one of our instructors for the 
Friday program.  

At age five Jocelyn was introduced to the sport by way of 
the After School Tennis program and was provided oppor-
tunities to master basic tennis skills. She continued play-
ing throughout her school years—from elementary, to high 
school to college, tennis has been woven into her life. Today 
as one of our instructors, she happily gives back to the pro-
gram that originally grew her love for the sport so many years 
ago. She shares her time and knowledge with the children 
at the Urban Village, hoping to spark the same interest in 
another child, and hoping they too will follow a path in life 
that includes tennis. 

Fun Fridays at the Urban Village with instructors Winston Strozier, Jocelyn Rodriquez and Mrs. Riley.

Fun Fridays Continue at the Urban Village 

High Tech High 
The Barnes Tennis Center had the 
privilege of hosting “Home Courts”  
for High Tech High’s 2019 Girls  
Tennis Team . Congratulations  
Team and Coach Alexis Ainhorn  
on another terrific season . 
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Junior Aces Class of 2019: Healthy Choices, Healthy Life, Happy Heart

The fun continues this program year with our Junior Aces—Tennis & Education Program for children age 3-5 years. The 
program is based on the philosophy of learning through movement.  Junior Aces emphasizes kinesthetic learning through 
multisensory experiences. By combining structured, academic learning and active play we build a foundation of academic 

and physical excellence in the young child.  
In the classroom, children explore, investigate, and create with a range of developmentally appropriate activities. On the tennis 

court children participate in their first lessons in sports through drills, games, and teamwork. 
Each day we help create smiles, memories, and healthy kids. Please join the fun today! For more information, please contact 

Lindsey Vosburgh at lvosburgh@ytsd.org. 

Please welcome our newest friends enrolled in Junior Aces.

Junior Aces
Tennis & Education Program for Children  
Age 3-5 Years—Space Available!

Serving the Future
Youth Tennis San Diego (YTSD) is grate-
ful to all of its volunteers and donors 
for their past support . As you think 
about making end of year gifts, please 
keep YTSD in mind . Our ability to fulfill 
our mission and serve more kids and 
teens in San Diego depends on the 
generosity of our donors . There are  
so many ways your contributions can 
help . Look at some of the ways your 
dollars can make a difference . 

Contributions may be sent to:
YTSD 4490 West Point Loma Blvd .
San Diego, CA 92107

Questions? 
Please call Barbara Edwards at 
619-221-9000 x103 .
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Tournament Results
The High Performance Program continues to develop successful tourna-
ment players. Here are a few results from recent tournaments. 

5th Annual Coronado Jr. Open Tournament (Level 5)
Jorge Yanez - B16 singles finalist and doubles champion

Evan Thoms - B14 singles quarter finalist

Henry Rosenberg-Chiriboga - B10 singles semi-finalist

Jakob Chorny - B10 singles quarter finalist

Kate Prichard - G14 champion

Sophia Yanez - G14 semi-finalist

Amy Pallencaoe - G14 quarter finalist

Silvana Salazar - G12 champion

30th Annual Todd Short Memorial Jr. Open Tournament (Level 4) –  
Sponsored by Angel Lopez, USPTA Certified Master Professional
Frida Rubio - G18 singles quarter finalist

Niki Shahbazi - G18 singles quarter finalist

Thelma Sepulveda - G18 singles quarter finalist

Carly Schwartzberg - G18 doubles champion

Eric Kats - B18 singles finalist and doubles champion

Anna Pallencaoe - G16 singles finalist and doubles champion

Elina Shalaev - G16 singles quarter finalist

Olivia Wiese - G16 singles quarter finalist

Kate Prichard - G14 singles semi-finalist and doubles champion

Amy Pallencaoe - G14 singles quarter finalist

Silvana Salazar - G12 singles quarter finalist

Jacob Chorny - B10 singles semi-finalist

Kona Parseghian - B10 singles quarter finalist

USTA National Level 2 Tournament
Elina Shalaev - G14 doubles champion and singles consolation quarterfinalist

Ryan Gosling and  
Stefanos Constantinides:  
B12 Winter Satellite

Elina Shalaev (r) with partner Bianca Molnar: 
USTA National Level 2 G14 Doubles Winners. 
Congratulations!

Ad In
What is the Women’s Ad In 
 Doubles League? It’s a doubles 
league open to all women tennis 
players . The league meets every 
Thursday and our season runs for 
seven to nine weeks . Ad In offers 
three different divisions levels—
A, BB, B . The cost is $65 .00 per 
player and includes organiza-
tion of league play, tennis court 
fees, Penn tennis balls, morning 
snacks/coffee, and our end-of-
season Luncheon with opportunity 
drawing .

For more information, please 
contact Jenni Myers at the Barnes 
Tennis Center, 619-221-9000 or 
jmyers@ytsd .org .  

The upcoming Winter Season 
will start on Thursday, January 
16th . Registration forms are avail-
able in our Pro Shop .

Yuka I. and Karla E. – 1st place team  
for “A” division, 2019 Spring Season
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development of all youth through orga-
nized  tennis and educational activities .
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Calendar of Events
November
1-3 YTSD Winter Satellite

5 Election Day

11 Veteran’s Day

15-18 Robert J . Bohrer 
Thanksgiving Memorial Open

24 Barnes Cup

28 Thanksgiving Day

December 
6-8 Homer and Betty Peabody 

Holiday Open

14 AST Singles Tournament

15 Barnes Cup

21-22 YTSD Holiday Satellite

25 Merry Christmas

January
1 Happy New Year!

20 Martin Luther King
ACE
ALLEY
BALL
BARNES
BASELINE
CLAY
DOUBLES
GRIP
JUNIORS

LINE
LOVE
RACQUET
SERVICE
STRINGS
TENNIS
TOURNAMENT
VOLLEY

S B A L L E B B S O N V
T E J T B W X A G T S O
G O L F E B J S N Y Q L
D R U B A N U E I E I L
Q A I R U W N L R N U E
G C N P N O R I T I O Y
Y E L L A A D N S L I T
S N Q M C G M E Y K Z E
P T Q Q I A M E P A V A
E J U N I O R S N O L N
F E C I V R E S L T J C
T T E M D B S S G W F S

Tennis Word Search

See if you can find these tennis 
words hidden in the puzzle.

mailto:info@ytsd.org
http://www.barnestenniscenter.com
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