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Tournament Updates BY RYAN REDONDO  

 I am pleased to announce Anthony Shirley as our new Barnes Tennis Center Tour-
nament Director, a promotion from his former role as assistant tennis professional. 
Anthony will continue his responsibilities as  Junior Team Tennis Coordinator along 
with working in partnership with the SCTA and USTA in running our tournaments. 

YOUTH TENNIS SAN DIEGO YOUTH TENNIS SAN DIEGO 
LADIES INVITATIONALLADIES INVITATIONAL
This past June, we hosted our first 
unsanctioned competition known 
as the Youth Tennis San Diego 
Ladies Invitational. YTSD hosted 
eight highly ranked Southern Cali-
fornia junior, collegiate, and pro-
fessional players. The event saw 
local national champions Kather-
ine Hui and Kady Codd competing 
alongside Harvard bound Amy 
Huang, Aztec Regina Pitts, local 
professional Shatoo Muhammed, 
and several other rising Ameri-
can stars. The final consisted of 
last year’s Southern California 
Sectional finalist, Maya Pitts and 
USC bound Leyden Gomes. With 
Pitts taking the title, Fox5 News 
filmed the final, interviewed the 
finalist, and helped bring aware-
ness to the purpose of the event. 
All the players participated in 
the event to support YTSD and 
the Kathy Chabot Willette After 
School  Tennis Program. Play-
ers and parents helped bring in 
donations and all players partici-
pated with the purpose of giving 
back and helping raise funds for 
the San Ysidro After School Ten-
nis Program led by our Diversity, 

of the 16s boys and girls draws 
receive Wild Card entry into the 
Qualifying USTA Pro Circuit event, 
while the 18s divison winners 
receive a Main Draw Wild Card. 
Some of these winners include 
San Diego locals such as Kather-
ine Hui, Siem Woldeab, and Timo-
thy Sah. Our local rising stars are 
very fortunate to have this excep-
tional, stand alone Level 2 Na-
tional Championship in San  Diego.

*Please note, as tennis is con-
sidered one of the lowest risk 
activities in response COVID-19, 
all our tournaments are follow-
ing strict guidelines, and we are 
only allowing one player and one 
parent/or coach to spectate and 
there is no gathering allowed 
before or after play.

Outreach, and After School Tennis 
Director Lindsey Vosburgh. While 
thousands of kids and parents 
come through our gates every year 
to play at Barnes, it is my goal to 
bring more awareness to our flag-
ship program and mission. 

EVE ZIMMERMAN/EVE ZIMMERMAN/
JOHNSON NATIONAL  JOHNSON NATIONAL  
LEVEL 2 CHAMPIONSHIPSLEVEL 2 CHAMPIONSHIPS
The Barnes Tennis Center is proud 
to welcome the Zimmerman/
Johnson National Championships 
to its new home starting Septem-
ber 2020. This event, formerly 
played at Stanford University, is 
one of the most prestigious junior 
championships which showcases 
the top 16 boys and girls players 
in each of the following age divi-
sions: 12, 14, 16, and 18s. Winners 
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CEO UPDATE 
BY RYAN REDONDO  
CEO, YTSD 
GM, Barnes Tennis Center

F irstly, I want to thank the San Diego tennis com-
munity in general for the warm welcome back to 
San Diego, and as the new CEO of Youth Tennis 

San Diego and the GM of the Barnes Tennis Center. 
Being entrusted with this position is one of the great-
est honors of my life and my family and I are humbled 
and thrilled to be a part of this wonderful organiza-
tion. I want to personally thank the Youth Tennis 
San  Diego Board of Directors and President 
of the Board, Joseph Sammartino, as 
well as the Youth Tennis San Diego 
Foundation Board of Directors. 

I want to start off with sharing a 
story about my first day on the job 
on May 1st, whereupon we had a 
staff meeting in the Sport  Science 
Room. If you haven’t been in the 
room, it is where several of our 
historical tennis photos and awards 
are displayed. Upon taking my seat 
for the meeting, the first thing I saw was 
the Mamita Redondo Sportsmanship Award. 
The Award contains a photo of my great grandmother, 
my aunt Marita, and my uncle Walter, circa the 1970s. 
Already beaming with excitement about my new posi-
tion and meeting the fantastic staff, the sight of my 
great grandmother’s award was grounding and in-
stantly brought the wonderful feeling of being home. 

Due to COVID-19 and the statewide closures of ten-
nis clubs, the first few weeks were quiet but allowed 
for the team to prepare for the reopening of the Barnes 
Tennis Center, and, for the future of the organization. 
We are nearing two months of reopening and the cul-
ture and energy has been buzzing here. With the hir-
ing of Steve Adamson as our new Director of Tennis 
and Jake Rother as our new Head Tennis Professional, 
we have seen a resurgence of our best junior, colle-

giate, and professional tennis players using Barnes  
as their training grounds. Additionally, we were able  
to resume all of our programs from the Rising Stars to 
High  Performance. I have been so impressed with the 
coaching staff and watching their love for coaching and 
teaching shine through each and every day. And, our 
administrative staff’s passion for serving the youth of 

San Diego and making the Barnes Tennis Center 
the mecca of  junior tennis is so motivating. 

We have also been on what seems 
to be a merry-go-round in regard to 

playing USTA and SCTA tourna-
ments as well. Just as we had our 
historic Harper Ink L3 and the 
Wilbur Folsom Memorial Open 
junior tournaments rescheduled 
at the end of June, the SCTA 

postponed the events for safety 
reasons. Fortunately, we have been 

able to partner with Universal Ten-
nis Rating (UTR) to get much needed 

competition available for our local players. 
We are still on hold to see when USTA/SCTA tourna-
ments will be rescheduled.

With current spikes and cases of the Coronavirus in 
San Diego, I am praying that we can flatten the remerg-
ing curve and resume our Kathy Chabot Willette After 
School Tennis Program within the city of San  Diego. 
One of my main goals for Youth Tennis San Diego is 
to see the youth of San Diego across the county get 
more exposure to this fantastic sport and receive the 
mental, social, and physical health benefits of playing. 
Medical professionals have released numerous state-
ments about tennis being one of the activities with the 
lowest amount of risk, so we are reaching out and en-
couraging safe social distancing play for several of our 
city’s recreation centers. 

One of  
my main goals for  

Youth Tennis San Diego is  
to see the youth of San Diego 

across the county get more 
exposure to this fantastic  

sport and receive the mental, 
social, and physical  
health benefits of  

playing. 
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Director's 
Corner

My name is Steve Adamson and 
I am the newly appointed Direc-
tor of Tennis at the Barnes Tennis 
Center. I’m very excited to bring 
the Steve Adamson Tennis Acad-
emy to the prestigious Barnes 
Tennis Center. I have been lucky 
enough to train San Diego’s top 
juniors at my Academy for the last 
decade and watch them do some 
amazing things both on and off 
the tennis court. I have always 
believed that the Barnes Tennis 
Center should be where the best 
juniors come to train and develop 
not only as tennis players but as 
individuals. Barnes is truly a world 
class tennis venue. 

During the last month, the  
best San Diego junior and col-
lege tennis players have been 
training here and my goal is to 
make Barnes the heartbeat for 
San  Diego junior tennis. For  
example, our current hitting les-
son staff is arguably the best in 
the country. Our team includes 
homegrown San Diego juniors 

(Timmy Sah, Ryan  Seggerman, 
Siem Woldeab, and Ivan Tham-
ma) who were top nationally 
ranked juniors and are now top 
Division 1 collegiate  players.

I have created a new path-
way for juniors to train and learn 
the game of tennis. It starts with 
instilling our youngest players 
with a passion and love for the 
sport. While making it fun, the 
curriculum will encourage proper 
technique and give our younger 
players a solid foundation for 
them to move through the path-
way acquiring new skills as they 
go. Players will progress through 
the pathway to gain the valuable 
experience of playing high school 
tennis and possibly college tennis. 
Most importantly, I want these 
kids who have been through our 
programs to come back and men-
tor our younger players. By doing 
this we will create a new culture 
of junior tennis in San Diego that 
will be recognized and admired 
throughout the nation.

BY STEVE ADAMSON  
Barnes Tennis Center
Director of Tennis

Universal Tennis Ratings (UTR) Center
The Barnes Tennis Center has partnered 
with the Universal Tennis Rating (UTR) as 
a UTR Center. We now offer UTR Verified 
Match Play days where our local players  
can compete throughout the week and earn 
verified rating matches.

This is a truly unique situation where our 
players do not even have to leave the comfort  
of their home courts to get a chance to compete  
and gain valuable ranking points in the process. Every 
Thursday, we hold a match play day where we group 
the players up according to their specific UTR ratings. 
This opportunity allows them to move up in the rating 

system without having to travel to another 
facility or pay for expensive overnight 
trips! It is a fantastic event for the play-

ers and is unique in the fact that we are 
holding them once a week. These events 

are very sought after across the country and 
our players are fortunate enough to have 

them right here in their backyard.
 Additionally, the Barnes Tennis Center is hosting 

the Oracle Intercollegiate Summer Circuit Champion-
ships, Powered by UTR, the UTR College National 
Championships (Men) in California, and several other 
UTR competitions throughout the Summer.
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Adult 
Programs
Our upcoming adult program-
ming at the Barnes Tennis Cen-
ter is going to be awesome! We 
are very much looking forward 
to getting adults back out there, 
whether they are beginners, or ex- 
collegiate tennis players, we have 
the programs for you. Beginning 
July 27th, we are going to start 
with Ladies Groups on Monday 
mornings with a 4.0+ group, fol-
lowed by the Wednesday morning 
group that will be for 3.0+. These 
groups will be based on the USTA 
NTRP ratings. There will also be 
a Beginner Adult clinic, meeting 
Monday evenings from 5:30-7pm, 
an Intermediate group that will 
meet Wednesday’s from 6:30-
8pm, and an Advanced group 
meeting Friday’s from 6-7:30pm. 
We feel confident that whatever 
the level of the player, we have 
the right group to push players 
and have a good time! With our 
fantastic staff, players will get an 
energetic, high quality practice 
that they can look forward to each 
and every week. 

We would love to begin offering 
USTA Leagues in the near future 
as well. Should that be of interest, 
please let us know so we can be-
gin fielding teams! USTA Leagues 
are an amazing opportunity to play 
more tennis, while being a part of 
a fun team atmosphere and repre-
senting the Barnes Tennis Center. 

We look forward to getting to 
meet everyone in our tennis com-
munity. Whether you are new to 
the area or have been playing at 
Barnes for a while, please come 
by and join a group! 

See you on the courts soon! 

JAKE ROTHER, Head Pro

Junior Aces Class of 2020
YTSD proudly announces our graduating Junior Aces class  
of 2020! We have had FUN this program year in Junior  
Aces. Our tiniest tennis stars have worked hard in the 
classroom and on the courts. Each week focusing on  
a letter of the alphabet as well as a new tennis skill.  
Through movement, art, music, play and friendship we  
have spent the program year preparing for kindergarten  
and learning tennis! Many beautiful memories made,  
skills learned, and we proudly graduate our Junior  
Aces class of 2020. Only a few spaces are available  
in our Junior Aces 2020-2021 program year.  
Please contact Lindsey Vosburgh for more details  
lvosburgh@ytsd.org.

Friends  
Together this 
program year  
2019-2020

Healthy Choices,  
Healthy Life,  
Happy Heart

mailto:lvosburgh@ytsd.org
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Youth Tennis San Diego 
AFTER SCHOOL TENNIS
Founded by Kathy Chabot Willette 

Our first community AST program resumed 
this July at the San Ysidro community courts. 
Following social distance guidelines and 

COVID-19 regulations, we will safely continue to bring 
the joy of tennis to our juniors in the South Bay com-
munity. AST instructor, Greg Hasterok, is providing two 
programs this summer — beginner and intermediate 
level of play. All participants pay our nominal schol-
arship fee, per six-week session. YTSD provides the 
instructor, insurance, city permit fees, and all needed 
equipment. It is our mission for our community pro-

grams to encourage youth participation, personal 
integrity, leadership and competitive spirit in a friendly 
environment that builds responsible citizens. 

We look forward to the tennis fun, and the oppor-
tunity of restarting other 
community programs 
when the time is right. For 
more information on After 
School Tennis, please 
contact Lindsey Vosburgh 
at lvosburgh@ytsd.org. 

Back On the Courts in San Ysidro
WITH AST INSTRUCTOR GREG HASTEROK

THELMA SEPULVEDA — once a little girl, now a high school graduate, started 
out years ago in our AST program in San Ysidro. Today she is off to Point Loma 
 Nazarene University to pursue a career in Exercise and Sports Science!

This is a proud moment for our After School 
Tennis Program, and a reminder of the positive 
impact AST provides to juniors throughout our 
community. Our AST instructors recognized not 
only Thelma’s skill on the courts, but her love 
and enthusiasm for the game. They encouraged 
Thelma to reach out to YTSD for further schol-

arship opportunities and programs to further her skill level. In doing so, she 
was set on a path of success, and today she follows her dreams of tennis on 
and off the courts at college. Congratulations Thelma, YTSD is proud of you! 

Congratulations Thelma! 

Thelma with her AST friends.

mailto:lvosburgh@ytsd.org
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Save-the-Date!
5:30–8:30 p.m.

Match play starts at 6:00 p.m.
FOOD • FRIENDS • DRINKS •TENNIS

More details coming soon. Adults only.

T he summer swing at Barnes is officially underway! The center is both excit-
ed and humbled to host summer camps this season under CDC guidelines 
to ensure that children safely enjoy tennis. With a maximum of 12 kids to 

a camp and no more than four to a court, players are  specifically assigned their 
own area within the court to conduct the day's curriculum. Recreational instructors 
have masterfully adapted the developmental games and activities campers know 
and love to meet  social-distancing regulations, while competitive camp fosters 
a diverse skill set within more experienced players through specialized live-ball 
drills and points. This has inspired unique creativity from the pros on court and 
they have skillfully handled the challenges in order to work with the kids again!

Summer Camp Fun 
Continues at the Barnes Tennis Center!

JOIN THE FUN TODAY!JOIN THE FUN TODAY! Weekly camps are still available through August for children of 
all ages and all levels of play. Reserve soon, as weeks are filling up fast. For more information, 
please visit our website at barnestenniscenter.com

Save-the-Date!
Do you have items for the online 
auction? Email Barbara or Calla

bedwards@ytsd.org or cvastola@ytsd.org

All proceeds benefit the After School Tennis Program

Win the MatchPoint Win the MatchPoint 
from Home!from Home!

Virtual Gala
October 22–24, 2020October 22–24, 2020

"Battle at the Barnes""Battle at the Barnes"

TENNIS 
EXHIBITION

August 22, 2020August 22, 2020

http://barnestenniscenter.com
mailto:bedwards@ytsd.org
mailto:cvastola@ytsd.org
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Our High Performance 
group (HP) is outstand-
ing! What incredible, 

hardworking kids we are lucky to 
have here with us at the Barnes 
Tennis Center. These young men 
and women are working diligently 
to improve their tennis games  
every single day. My philosophy  
as a coach is to build the entire 
person, not just the tennis player.  
We often speak to the players 
about how what we do on the 
court is a direct reflection of how 
we conduct ourselves in the other 
sectors of our lives. Whether that 
be at school, at home with family, 
or out with friends. If we are hon-
est, dedicated, and disciplined on 
the court, it tends to bleed into the 
other areas of our lives as well. 

To give you a sneak peek into 
our HP group - We start off each 
week with a theme that we fol-
low for every day that week. We 
talk to the players about why we 
chose that theme, what we will be 
working on with it, and how this 
particular theme is going to help 
us improve. Every day, we task the 
players with getting just 1% bet-
ter. If they are able to accomplish 
that 1%, they are creating what 
is called, “marginal gains.” 50 
practices later, the player should 
become 50% better which is a 
large increase! After speaking 
about the theme and what we are 
doing that particular day, we ask 
a player to give us a quote of the 
day. We have received some awe-
some quotes from these players, 
from the youngest to the oldest, 
they always have an interesting 

quote for us! We then go into our 
drills and points for the day. We 
love the variety we have in our HP 
group. Our young up and coming 
athletes often get the opportunity 
to mix it up with some of our older 
veterans which is fantastic. It is 
such a great opportunity for the 
young ones to get to be up close 
and personal with those that they 
see as mentors. After we have a 
great hitting session, we end with 
a great fitness session, followed 
by a brief stretch and journal time. 
This Is another area that I believe 
sets us apart from other acad-
emies across the country. We take 
a keen interest into the mental 
aspect of the game. We ask the 
players to bring a journal every day 
and we give them certain themes 
to write about and also give them 
homework! Very few players get 
the proper mental training when 
they are juniors, in many cases 
that mental training is the differ-
ence between getting a win or a 
loss. There are many great tennis 
players, but very few great com-
petitors. That is our main goal at 

HP, to create great competitors!
We, the coaches, pride our-

selves on being organized, en-
ergetic, and disciplined with the 
players. This culture that we have 
only begun to implement will lead 
to many years of fantastic play-
ers coming through our doors. 
Whether it is myself motivating 
the kids to get moving, Coach 
Bane giving a player a detailed 
breakdown of their stroke, Coach 
Anthony giving a rousing pep talk, 
or Coach Ascan offering players 
a top notch strategic session, our 
coaches have committed them-
selves to not only improving the 
players, but improving their own 
coaching skills as well. What sets 
this coaching staff apart from 
every where else is the growth 
mindset we all have. From Coach 
Steve Adamson on through the 
ranks, that growth mindset is 
a constant in all of us. We are 
always searching for ways to im-
prove our messages, our curricu-
lum, and our process, so that the 
players are always getting better 
as well.

High Performance 
Junior Academy
BY JAKE ROTHER 

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: Matt Gosling (practicing), Kate Prichard (serving), 
and Olivia Wiese (keeping up with fitness). 
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Calendar
of Events
JULYJULY
17-19, 24-27, 31–August 2  

UTR National Series 
Championships

SEPTEMBER SEPTEMBER 
7  Happy Labor Day!
18–20  Zimmerman/Johnson 

USTA National Tournament
19-21  Dr. Sheposh  

Memorial Satellite
19-21  Katherine Willette 

Family Easter Open 
(formerly Maureen  
Connolly Memorial)

AUGUSTAUGUST
2  Sharp Rees Stealy Annual 

Homer Peabody Memorial 
Tennis Social

22  “Battle at the Barnes” 
Tennis Exhibition

OCTOBEROCTOBER
17  AST Half Day Clinic
22-24  “Win the  

MatchPoint from Home” 
Virtual Gala & Auction

22-26  ITA Regionals
31  Happy Halloween!
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4490 West Point Loma Boulevard
San Diego, CA 92107
E-mail address: info@ytsd.org
Website: www.barnestenniscenter.com
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